
From the Principal's Desk
Farewell to our Year 12s

The school year is rapidly drawing to a close, faster than many of us are ready 
for!  We farewelled our Year 12 students at the Valedictory dinner last 
week which was a wonderful celebration of 13 years of work.  We now wait 
eagerly to see if students achieved the results and career pathways they 

hoped for. 

Years 7 -11

Years 7 -11 students have the last 2 weeks of formal classes which includes 2023 
orientation for Years 10 & 11 students before we celebrate academic achievements 
(both excellence and endeavour) on Friday December 2nd. 

2023

At this time of year we are well under way in planning for 2023 (although we still have 
a number of teaching and support positions available if you are interested!). Students 
were given their 2023 subject selections this week and will have the chance to make 
changes if required after Orientation week.  If you are intending on moving from the 
area, or have a child in the senior years, seeking employment, could you please contact 
the UYSC Office at your earliest convenience to let us know. 

End-of-Year Program

The final 2 weeks which are currently being prepared by staff, are much more relaxed 
and fun for students  Please note we will be using our final (of 4) Curriculum days on 
Monday December 19th and farewelling a number of staff on Tuesday December 20th. 

Scott Tully | Principal
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Key Dates
Monday 21st November to 
Friday 25th November       
Years 7-10 Exams

Monday 21th November to                                                              
Friday 2nd December       
Year 12 2023 Orientation

Monday 28th November to        
Friday 2nd December       
Year 11 2023 Orientation

Monday 5th December to 
Friday 16th December
End-of-Year Program

Tuesday 13th December                                               
Grade 6 Orientation Day

Friday 16th December
Last Day Term 4
3.05pm Finish

Monday 19th December                                               
Student Free Day  

Friday 27th January 2023
UYSC Office opens

Tuesday 31st January 2023
Years 7, 11 &12 Commence

Wednesday 1st February 2023 
Whole School Returns          

Friday 10thFebruary 2023 
School Photo Day

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2022!



 

S t u d e n t s  o f 
We e k           

...recognising                          

                               excellence.

Year 8

For demonstrating 
an excellent work 
ethic in his English 

class:

PATRICK 
CRUNDEN

Year 9

For excellence in 
all subjects and 
engaging with 

additional programs 
offered by UYSC:

ELLA             
DAINTER-BEVIS

Year 10

For excellence and 
responsibility in both 
theory and practical 

components of 
Leadership:

HANNAH LINDNER

Year 11

For  exceptional 
dedication to his 

Further Maths 
studies:

LUKE HALL

For always doing 
excellent work and 

trying her best in all 
subjects:

EMILY HARRIS

Year 7
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Creating Maps by Flying Drones
On Thursday 10th of November, present and past students were invited to 

learn how to create maps by flying drones using autonomous software. 
Students mapped the vineyard, oval and surrounds. Data will be used to 
further analyse vineyard crop health. 

Students were also able to fly a DJI Inspire, a First Person View (FPV) and 
an Autel Evo with a 6k camera. Overall students gained valuable experience learning 
how to fly a range of very cool equipment. 

Marcus Cook | Innovation Learning Specialist

Year 11 VCAL Shop Fronts Cubbies with Yarra Junction 
Primary School

Students from Year 11 VCAL braved the rain on Friday 11th November to do 
some finishing off on the shop front cubbies for YJPS.  As well as having 
valuable conversations with Lisa Rankin, Courtney Irwin and students about 
what they liked and what can be improved on with the cubbies already built, 

we also discussed ‘Where to next?’ and started to plan for the next stage of 
the build for YJPS. 

 The Year 11 VCAL class truly appreciate the ‘hands-on work’ opportunity and the 
support that YJPS has given them.

Megan Sloan |  VCAL



 

Indigenous Yarning Circle
On Friday the 4th November Indigenous Students and some friends from 

Upper Yarra joined five other high schools for our Term 4 Yarning Circle. Our 
last Yarn was at ACMI, Federation Square, where we got the opportunity to 
catch up with other students from the other schools who are a part of the 

Collaborative Indigenous Strategy. 

ACMI is the Museum of Screen Culture and celebrates Indigenous people and their 
careers in the Arts. Students were asked to think about what they would like their 
peers to learn about Indigenous culture and history. They explored the free SOMI 
exhibition space and played video games - Never Alone, Wanisinowin Lost and Line 
of Sight. Then they met Phoebe Watson, an Indigenous game designer, who talked 
about her learning journey and how she discovered her passion for video games.

This was a great way to celebrate our first year of Yarning Circles and we have 
gathered some great reflections on what the students would like to learn more about 
for their own learning journeys. Can't wait to see where next year’s Yarning Circles 
take us!
Melissa Jones | First Nations Advocate

"Today we went to ACMI and learnt about gaming, coding and Aboriginal 
facts and we got to meet new people and play some cultural games."                           
Cooper Miller-Martin Yr 8

The yarning circle was a great experience to learn about how Media is being 
used to teach our generation about Aboriginal history. I enjoyed learning more 
about Aboriginal culture."  Talei Whiteside Yr 10

UYSC Family Cookbook
The Year 9/10 Food 
Studies students 
have created a Family 
Cookbook with entrées, 

mains, and desserts. 
Purchase your copy for $14 via 
Compass Tix or through the UYSC 
Office. There are 41 delicious 
recipes to create and enjoy.

Tracey Leicester |  Food Studies
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Musical Theatre Showcase
"These couple of terms I have been very fortunate to be able to perform in Upper 
Yarra's first ever Musical Theatre Showcase! I learnt all sorts of different songs 
and dances, and made many new friends along the way. 
The Showcase was a collection of different songs bunched together, including 

'We Don't Talk About Bruno', 'Hamilton' songs, and 'Fabulous' to name a few. I 
loved this whole experience! I will love to perform again in the coming year's production."
Ariel Rowe Yr 7

"The Musical Theatre Showcase was so 
much fun and one of the best things I have 
done all year. I had so much fun singing 
and performing with all my friends, and 

I really enjoyed being able to be myself 
without having to fear criticism. 
It was such an amazing experience and I'm so 
excited for next year's musical: High School 
Musical."
Kaylee Archer Yr 8

"The Musical Showcase was an amazing 
experience to be a part of. The singing 
was fun to do, and the dancing was 
done amazingly. Everyone worked 

together to get ready for the night. 
When the night came, it was nerve-racking, 

but we all pushed through and did an amazing job."
Josh Young| Yr 10

CHEFS 
OF THE 
WEEK



 

UYSC Building Program 
Stage 3 works have begun! The library has been gutted in preparation for 

the new internal configuration. External windows have been removed and 
new openings created for the additional entry points. On the north side of 
the College grounds, earthworks have commenced on the site of the new 

building. Trenches have been dug for the laying of new services and a site 
cut has started. Lots happening over the next 12 months!

Michael Schultz | Assistant Principal

Work Experience 
Partnership

UYSC is very lucky to 
have so many different 
employers who are 
prepared to take on 

students throughout the 
school year as part of the work 
experience program. Powelltown 
Sawmills and Little Yarra Furniture 
have partnered with us this 
year to give students in Year 9 
the opportunity to experience 
what it is like in the real world of 
work. We would like to thank the 
management and staff at the mill 
who went out of their way to give 
Finn Seward-Prior this opportunity.

One of Finn’s supervisors Dean 
Adams said, "Finn has been good 
getting used to a whole new world 
which has taken him out of his 
comfort zone. He is working with 
lots of different personalities which 
is a great experience for someone 
so young. I think he is happy with 
the end results of the projects he 
has worked on."

Finn said, "I enjoyed the work 
placement for the experience and 
liked seeing the finished product of my 
work."

Tracey Shallcross |  Careers

End or Year Music Concert 
The Instrumental Music Concert was a fantastic evening of entertainment. 

There were performances from all the College Ensembles who all performed 
magnificently. A huge congratulations to all the amazing musicians.

Rob Conway | Instrumental Music



 

Years 9 & 10 Leadership Elective
Traditionally, the Leadership classes form a partnership with an external 

community group. This year, the group chose to work with UYSC. The class 
wanted to provide a BBQ lunch for all 9/10 students. They negotiated with 
Mr Tully and proposed a work roster of tasks that they would perform for 

the school and their payment would be the BBQ lunch. 

They are quickly learning the adage that "there is no such thing as a free lunch". 
Students have already replanted the vegetable garden and undertaken yard clean-
ups. In the coming weeks they are cleaning and detailing the school buses, cleaning 
the gymnasium, and doing repairs to the seats in the courtyard. Their lunch will be 
Friday 25th November when their tasks are completed.

Mitchell Gray | Leadership

New Games from Around the 
World 
Many PE classes have been exposed 
to Bocce. This is a traditional Italian 
game and shares similarities to lawn 
bowls. During the warmer days, it has 
been an excellent way to appreciate the 
outdoors without playing a high intensity 
sport. The students involved have 
generally enjoyed the game and it has 
been particularly engaging for students 
interested in less combative pursuits.

Mitchell Gray | Health & PE

Carnival Day – Redwood Centre Fundraiser
The Year 10 Leadership elective chose to partner with the Redwood Centre to provide food relief. We chose to create individual 
meals with recipes and ingredients provided, including meals such as spaghetti bolognese, butter chicken, nachos and more. The 
students held a carnival day during lunchtime to raise money to buy the recipe ingredients.

Our carnival day was hugely successful and raised $250. This will provide in excess of 25 meals for a family. The carnival games 
were all designed and organised by the Leadership students. The games included cup pong, Joker Poker (hitting mystery cards 
with darts for prizes), a 3-point basketball competition, a coin toss for chocolate prizes and throwing water balloons at the 
teachers. There was so much fun to be had. Congratulations to the brave teachers who were pelted with water balloons and then 
drenched with buckets. The Leadership elective continues to do amazing things and show what incredible young leaders we have 
in the school.

Mitchell Gray | Health and PE



Year 8 Leadership Opportunities
Fifteen Year 8 students helped with Primary School Sports on Friday 11th 

November. They umpired netball, soccer and cricket and were again 
excellent role models for the school, strengthening our existing partnerships 
with our feeder schools.

Mitchell Gray | Leadership

5-Minute Crafts
With the term fast coming to a close, we have started some 

Christmas activities.  The students are having fun with 
glitter, creating peg characters, chain decorations and making cute 
Christmas Goody Bags

Maree Gastin and Phenella Peterson | Crafters

Mock Interviews
On Friday 11th November, 
Year 10 students 
participated in a Mock 

Interview Day. 

Students had prepared for the 
interviews by writing resumes and 
cover letters for mock jobs. They 
then spent time preparing for the 
interviews, prior to the interview day. 
On the day, students attended their 
interviews at their allocated times. 

Students found the experience to be 
very valuable in preparing them for an 
actual interview.

Angela Brewer | Yr 10 Careers

Primary School Sports Day 

A selection of future leaders in our Year 8 cohort ran the primary school sports day 
for the Prep - Grade 2 students from schools all over the district. Yet again, these 
future leaders proved what incredible young people we have at UYSC. In most cases 
the role of the students was to assist the primary school teachers at each activity. 
However, very quickly the students were able to take over the event and parents and 
teachers marvelled at our talented students. This was backed up by the VCAL coffee 
baristas serving amazing drinks all day. All students, young and older, had a fantastic 
day.



Orienteering – Cardinia Reservoir
On the 25th of October the Year 10 Outdoor Education class ventured to 

Cardinia Reservoir to put our orienteering and Trangia cooking skills to use. 
We learnt lots about our outdoor environment and how to navigate new 
places with maps and compasses, which will help us when we go on our camp 

in a couple of weeks. Some of the markers were harder to find than others 
but everyone found them with lots of time to spare. 

When we had finished the course and found some extra, harder markers, we had lunch.  
We had all previously chosen meals that we wanted to try and cook on the Trangia, and 
everyone learnt something new about cooking foods in the outdoors. We were lucky 
enough to have some beautiful weather and spent the day in the sunshine. Overall, the 
trip was successful and enjoyed by all.

Hannah Lindner | Yr 10

Year 11 Focus
Year 11 students attended 

a session during Focus 
that was designed to give 
them an understanding of 

their memory system, and 
how best to utilise this during 

exam revision. Students learned 
about ways to enhance their short-
term and long-term memory, and 
methods to assist in the retrieval 
of stored memories, such as the 
Method of Loci, made famous by 
Sherlock Holmes. 

At the conclusion of the session, 
students were asked to write down 
one thing they would do differently 
in the lead up to their exams. 
Evidently the role of adequate sleep 
in memory retention struck a chord 
with our Yr 11s, with many vowing 
to ensure they slept well rather 
than resorting to 'cramming'.

Maddilyne Baillie |  Psychology

Years 9 & 10 Media – Adobe Premier Pro
Students in 9/10 Media have been introduced to using Adobe Premier Pro, 

an industry-standard editing software. Using stock footage, students edited 
together clips to create a continuity sequence that flowed logically from 
shot to shot. By making creative decisions about their editing along the 

way, such as the use of sound, editing pace and selection of shots, students 
had to describe the genre of their video and the reasoning behind their choices. 

Brett Jenkins | Media



 


