
From the Principal's Desk

Welcome Back to Everyone

Finally, we have a date to have all students back on site!  It has been nice 
to have a staggered return, to see students from all year levels on different 

days and allow them to have more space and freedom. However, we are 
excited to have the entire school back together soon and aim for some sort of 

normality. 

 Well Done!

A big pat on the back to our students who managed to keep on top of their work 
through Remote Learning. We know it was challenging and required a high level of 
self-motivation (or parent pressure!).  We are acutely aware many students lost the 
motivation and drive as the lockdown continued.  The focus for the College for the 
remainder of the year will be to rebuild connections within the school community, 
build positivity towards school and learning, and to survive the next 7 weeks!

We will start fresh in 2022 with a renewed focus on teaching and learning.

Farewell Year 12

This week we bid farewell to our Year 12 students, as they begin exams with a reduced 
study week.  We wish those students undertaking exams well, and hope their hard 
work pays off for them.  

Congratulations to the VCE and VCAL class of 2021.  They have completed two years 
of Senior School under very trying conditions.  They even managed to source brilliant 
costumes despite retail lockdown and parcel delays.  We hope they will flourish in 
work or further education next year. 

Scott Tully | Principal
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Key Dates
Wednesday 27th October 
VCAA (Units 3 & 4) Exams Commence

Tuesday 2nd November                            
Melbourne Cup Public Holiday

Monday 15th November
Year 12 Valedictory Dinner

Monday 15th November to 
Friday 19th November
Year 11 Exams

Monday 22nd November to 
Friday 26th November                        
Units 3 & 4 2022 Orientation

Monday 22nd November to                  
Tuesday 23rd November
Year 10 Exams

Monday 29th November to 
Friday 3rd  December                       
Units 1 & 2 2022 Orientation

Friday 3rd December                            
Last Day  Senior School

Tuesday 7th December                            
Grade 6 Orientation Day

Brian Way Theatre
8.50am - 3.05pm 

Thursday 16th December                            
Last Day of Term Four
3.05pm Finish

Friday 17th December                            
Student Free Day



 

UYSC Building Program - Stage 2 has begun!
After delays due to COVID, Stage 2 of our building program was finally able 

to commence on Monday 18th of October.

They began by making a ramp to allow for their machinery to enter from 
Little Yarra Road, and after removing the asbestos around E10 on the 

weekend, it was then demolished this week.  Things will happen quickly in the 
coming weeks as they begin refurbishing the Technology wing.  Watch this space for 
further updates!

Michael Schultz | Assistant Principal

S t u d e n t s  o f 
We e k    

...recognising                          

                    excellence.

Year 8

For showing resilience 
and working hard on 

her schoolwork during 
Remote Learning:

CHARLI 
VANDERSLUIS

Year 9

For a consistent, 
determined effort in 

Maths throughout the 
year, and particularly 
in Remote Learning:

ROBBIE MARSHALL

Year 10

For demonstrating 
resilience by 

committing to English 
classes and ensuring 
she is up to date with 

her work:

ALICIA CONWAY

Year 11

For consistent 
engagement and 
productivity in all 

classes: 

 EMILY HAY

For her brilliant 
work ethic since 
returning from 

Remote Learning:

TAHLIA 
THOMPSON

For great commitment 
throughout Remote 

Learning and excellent 
work in FLIP:

 GEORGIA 
VAN DER ZWART
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Click & Collect 
from the 

UYSC  Library 
Families can safely collect and 
return library books from the 

UYSC Library.

Log in to the library catalogue:
https://uysc.softlinkhosting.com.

au/oliver/home/news

Reserve your book(s).

Collect your books (after you 
receive a confirmation email) 

from the Library front door any 
school day between 

8.30am-3pm.

Questions? Just email:
Library@uysc.vic.edu.auYou’ve Got This Class of 2021

Our Year 12 students have certainly been in the thoughts of our wider 
community! One very kind lady crocheted a colourful heart for each of 
them, to represent the bravery and resilience they have all shown over the 

last 2 years during the pandemic. We sincerely thank her for her kindness.

A connected and vibrant community project focusing on youth mental health provided 
each Year 12 student with a handmade cookie with a positive message. This was also 
accompanied by a beautiful watercolour picture and words of inspiration from Ann 
Quinn from Tutor Village in Lilydale. Thank you to the community organisations for 
their kindness and support to our Year 12 students. 

Thanks also to Bunnings of Lilydale who have kindly given our Year 12 students a 
commemorative native tree each to plant onsite at UYSC. Their thoughtful gesture 
was eagerly accepted by our lovely Year 12s.

Tracey Smedley | Wellbeing
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Production Cancelled
Upper Yarra's production of Beanstalk: A Fractured Tale of Best Friends, Wizards & Flying Cars has been rescheduled for 2022. Stay 
tuned in the new year for booking details.

The production team would like to thank all parents, staff and members of the UYSC community for supporting the production. We 
look forward to bringing you an uplifting and exciting performance in late March 2022. Parents of cast members have been emailed 
details regarding future rehearsals.

The Beanstalk Production Team

"Expect the unexpected because this show is wild. My 
favourite memory so far of the show has been when 
I first put on my costume. That was the day Jill was 
truly born."

James Drysdale 

"With Beanstalk, you can expect loads of laughs, 
dramatic moments and moments that will make you 
cry if you like mushy scenes. The cast is really amazing 
and thank you to the cast, Mr Jenkins, Miss Kinsella, 
Mr. Sanders, Ms. Driedberg and Backstage. I'm really 
looking forward to the show and I hope you are too!"

Kaylee Archer 

"The production is something all members of the 
production have worked so hard on and we are 
counting the days for when we can perform it for 
everyone!" 

Cooper Allum

"There's no point saying anything less than COVID 
sucks. There was so much excitement at the start 
of the year when it was announced that our very 
own Jenkins would be directing a show he wrote. So 
many dedicated people are to thank for their input, 
and although we cannot perform this year, the days we 
spent together rehearsing brought light in the darkness of the 
pandemic. So many wonderful people have created memories 
that will last a lifetime, and the teachers that have put up 
with us. To everyone involved in the production this year: 
Determination can stop no one, dedication is how we have 
evolved, together these things will present a show that will 
bring a smile to everyone in the audience. Look forward to that."

Ashlyn Hermansen 

"I am so excited to perform the Beanstalk production. 
Over the last year the whole cast have become 
closer through online and in-person rehearsals. The 
audience at the show should expect a fun, interesting 

and engaging performance."

Anna Wilson 

"I’m really excited for this show. It is a fun and amazing 
story about friendship and overcoming challenges. 
The rehearsals have been fun, I’ve loved getting to 
know some of the amazing people that are in this 
show. I can’t wait until next year when we finally get to 
perform."

Jacinta Tait 

"BEANSTALK! A FRACTURED TALE OF BEST 
FRIENDS, WIZARDS AND FLYING CARS!!!

Sounds awesome, doesn’t it?!

I am beyond excited to return to school and get right 
back into rehearsals; preparing the stage, finishing the 

lighting, mastering choreography and wearing the weird and 
wonderful costumes assigned to our equally magnificent 

characters. It’s going to be amazing to perform for our 
audience as everyone has put their everything into the 
production with COVID restrictions unable to hinder both 
student and teachers’ efforts to keep in touch, and with our 
spirits high I have no doubt that our fabulous production will 
be ready for others' eyes when it is safe to do so. Stay safe 
everyone and hopefully Beanstalk will see you all soon."

Charli Watt

"This year I was very upset knowing that we wouldn’t 
be able to go ahead with the production due to 
COVID-19 but I'm so excited to be able to start off a 
new year with something as fun as the production. I 
have loved getting closer to many people and feeling 
like we are all a big family; it’s been an amazing feeling. The 
production has many cool components and we’ve all worked 
really hard to get everything together, especially Mr Jenkins, 
but I think the whole cast can agree when I say that this 
production is quite funny and is enjoyable for everyone."

Hayley Dunstan 

"My favourite part of rehearsals were the holiday 
rehearsals. I loved how the friendships formed 
so much on those days.  I really enjoyed remote 
practices, as we got to joke around even when we 

were separated. I felt really close to the cast and was 
grateful that we could all check in with each other."

Talei Whiteside 

"I am very excited for Beanstalk to be performed next 
year.  It’s going to be amazing. A show that our very 
own Jenkins wrote! It has so much laughter I hope 
everyone enjoys. There are already so many good 
memories even with the home rehearsals as it's really 
good to see the cast on one big call. Can’t wait to see everyone 
at the show in 2022." 

Syndal Butler



VCAL Science 
Experiments

Our VCAL students 
had fun on Friday 15th 
October, creating 
bubbles, bangs and 

sparks!

Marcus Cook | VCAL

Cluedo Murder Mystery
Oh no! Dr Ferris was murdered while completing a psychological study 
on famous psychological researchers! Can you use your psychological 
understanding to solve the crime?

As part of our revision, students completed a Cluedo-style murder 
mystery, utilising their understanding of various parts of the study design to solve 
the scandalous murder of Dr Ferris. With their skills combined, they were able to 
determine the murder weapon, the murderer, the motive and the Independent and 
Dependent variable of the study Dr Ferris was conducting.

Memory Model Race
Students participated in a memory model race. They were split into teams, each 
member taking their turn to run outside and spend 20 seconds memorising the 
diagram of the memory model, then spend 20 seconds drawing the diagram as they 
remembered. The goal was simple, be the first to replicate the diagram exactly to win. 

By the end, many students were puffed out, frazzled but feeling triumphant. We later 
discussed why we used 20-second chunks, linking to content understanding and 
vocab. We also talked about how revising this way utilised elaborative rehearsal and 
ensured enhanced recall for their exam.

Psychology

Linking Varied Parts of the Study Design Together
Students were given a mission: to link one thing, chocolate cake, to as much of the 
study design as they could. The VCAA Exam often requires students to make links 
between multiple parts of the study design, and this is a great way to practice that skill. 
Each student was given a chocolate neuron cupcake and we made as many links as we 
could to the one simple prompt.

Maddilyne Hammet | Yr 12 Psychology



 

Looking for Mental 
Health Support?     

Headspace Lilydale
The doors at HEADSPACE 

Lilydale are NOW OPEN from 
10:30am-5pm Monday to 

Thursday.

216 Main Street, Lilydale.

Call 9735 7900 to make an 
appointment! 

HEADSPACE Lilydale offers 
young people aged 12-25 a 

welcoming environment where 
they can access confidential 

and free mental health support, 
health advice, and general 

information.

They are a team of friendly 
workers who specialise in youth 

wellbeing.

Tracey Smedley | Wellbeing

VET Wine Industry Operation - Surveying for Pests
VET Wine Industry Operations students successfully set up two types of 

traps to monitor the Queensland Fruit Fly (QFF). 

The Bio trap encourages a variety of insects with a sticky and smelly 
protein gel. The Target trap specially attracts male fruit flies with a synthetic 

pheromone. The traps are checked weekly and then results are reported back 
to the Yarra Valley QFF Coordinator.

Mapping our Vineyard
VET Aviation students used the autonomous flying app Pix4D to map the UYSC 
Vineyard today. They learnt how to set polygons on satellite imagery, and how to 
acquire hundreds of images to create an aerial map. What a beautiful day and beautiful 
location for their assessment!

Marcus Cook | VET

UYSC Vineyard

UYSC Rain Gauge 
Update

Our average total 
rainfall is a little 
lower than the 160ml 

reported in the last 
newsletter.

Measurements taken 
from 3 different 

locations throughout 
the College:

ICT: 202 ml

Vineyard: 33 ml

Library: 180 ml 

Tyler Reid | 7Y

Steve Listopad | Chaplain, 
Wellbeing Team



 

Tourism at Phillip Island Nature Parks
Yr 11 Geography students are undertaking virtual fieldwork at Phillip Island 
through the Google Meet platform, with a focus on tourism at The Penguin 
Parade. Students have developed their understanding in the changes of 
tourism over time at the island and how conservation and management 

strategies have been implemented to protect the environment. Students 
will collect data and ask Martin the Park Ranger questions, which will support their 
research question and hypothesis they have developed.

Amanda Finn | Yr 11 Geography

Year 11 Physics - 
Einstein's Theory of 

Special Relativity
Year 11 Physics students 

were given a presentation 
on the topic of Einstein's 
theory of Special 

Relativity from Professor 
David Jamieson via Zoom. 

David is a highly respected 
Physicist who specialises in the 
field of Quantum Computing. David 
provided us with a highly insightful 
description of the evolution of the 
human being's understanding of 
Relativity throughout history. His 
presentation was both insightful 
and informative and students 
were able to compile a complete 
picture of the concept. David also 
provided us with a hint of the path 
that Einstein took in understanding 
gravity in his theory of General 
Relativity. 

David was generous with his 
time, answering questions from 
students about a range of Physics 
questions. He also spoke about his 
work on Quantum Computing and 
the exciting applications it has to 
Quantum Biology and the medical 
field.  The Year 11 Physics class gave 
very warm feedback on having the 
opportunity to listen and learn from 
such a prominent member of the 
Physics fraternity.

David Jamieson (pictured) was the 
Head of the School of Physics at The 
University of Melbourne from 2008 
to 2013.

Paul Jefimenko | Year 11 Physics

Contemporary Issues in Physical Activity or Sport
Students in Year 11 PE have been researching a range of contemporary issues 

in physical activity and/or sport within our local community. They have 
created online surveys that friends, family, and teachers have completed. 
Students will now analyse their findings and critique government initiatives 

that are in place to try and address the issues.

Jessica White | Yr 11 PE



Regulating Media in 
Australia

This week students in 9/10 
Media were introduced 
to the basics of how 
we regulate our media 

in Australia, such as the 
classification system. Students 
had to investigate how content 
receives its classification, what 
each classification means, and how 
to measure the impact of harmful 
content in the media. Interesting 
discussions were had during live 
classes around contemporary 
releases such as ‘Squid Game’ and 
the dangers of Netflix’s broad 
library of content that can be 
accessed by anyone of any age.

Brett Jenkins | Yr 9 and 10 Media

“This week in media we 
learnt about regulations 
in the media and what 
they mean. I quite enjoyed 

figuring out what all the 
regulations meant and found some 
information that I wouldn’t have 
learnt if I didn’t do media. No matter 
what media work it is, it’s always so 
fun to do even when searching into 
a topic such as regulations.”

Hayley Dunstan | Yr 10

Photography – Principle of Design of Unity
Unity describes the visual relationship between elements in a photograph. It 

helps create a cohesive image. In both Year 9 and 10 Photography we have 
been experimenting with different ways to create unity in photography 
using similar colours or tones, patterns and repetition, textures, concepts or 

elements. 

The practical task was to create a double exposure portrait about lockdown using a 
selfie and a photo of something the students miss during lockdown and then edit them 
together using the phone app Snapseed. Here is Hayley Dunstan’s photo reminiscing 
about going to the Queen concert before lockdown prevented this. The students 
now must create a Photo Essay featuring 12 images which tell a story on one of four 
themes - Lockdown, Home, Identity, or an Issue I Feel Passionate About.

Catherine McKay | Yr 9 and 10 Photography

Year 7 Art – My Sit Spot
In Year 7 Art we have started a new unit about Connection to Place. In this 

unit the students have been encouraged to start a 'sit spot' practice where 
they sit quietly somewhere in nature and then sketch their observations. 
The unit then goes on to examine Australia's First Peoples connection 

to country and how they express this through their art, and observational 
and landscape painting techniques. The students will be returning to their sit spot 
throughout the term.

Catherine McKay | Yr 7 Art

Art



Geography Inquiries in FLIP
During Term 3 students got to complete their Geography Inquiry online. 

Students were able to pick a topic they were interested in, which included 
a Liveable City in Year 7 classes and a topic related to Mountains, Coasts 
or Rainforests in Year 8 classes. Students researched their topics and then 

wrote some excellent informative reports and essays. Students demonstrated 
their excellent writing skills they have already developed and were able to refine these 
skills. Here are some example paragraphs written by both Year 7 and Year 8 students.

Erin Mcgillicuddy | FLIP

Year 7 and 8 FLIP
In Year 7 and 8 FLIP 
students got to start 
off the term with some 
excursions!  Of course 
they were completed 

virtually, but this meant that 
students got to pick from places we 
wouldn’t normally be able to visit. 

Some of the places on offer for 
students to pick from were: The 
MET, Amazon Rainforest, The First 
Peoples Gallery, NASA Research 
Center, The British Museum, Easter 
Island, Kenai Fjord National Park, 
The Melbourne Zoo, Southbank 
Theatre District and Ancient Egypt. 

Students enjoyed getting to visit 
and do something different in FLIP 
and also learnt something new. 
Hopefully they will be able to use 
some of their learnings in their 
Open Inquiry this term.

Erin Mcgillicuddy | FLIP

"Golden Snub-Nosed monkeys 
are a rare species that live 
exclusively in the temperate 
mountains of central China. 

The mountains that these 
monkeys inhabit can reach up to 13,000 
feet above sea level. Common threats 
to golden snub-nosed monkeys are 
hunting, charcoal production and logging. 
However, there are many things that 
can be done to stop the devastating 
impacts that threaten this species. This 
is an important issue because the more 
animals that go extinct means we are one 
step closer to wiping out the human race."

Darcie Ball | Yr 8

"Tropical rainforests have 
distinctive features to support 
their ecosystem. Tropical 
rainforests are very wet with 

over 2000ml of rainfall per year. 
Temperatures in tropical rainforests 
never drop below 20 degrees and it 
rarely goes over 35 degrees. Due to 
the heavy rain the nutrients in the soil 
(which is red because it is rich in iron) are 
washed away. Tropical rainforests are 
found closer to the equator because it 
is warmer there. They are so warm and 
moist that they produce 75% of their 
own rain; humidity in tropical rainforests 
ranges from 77% to 88%. The structure 
of a tropical rainforest goes from ground 
level, shrub layer, under canopy, canopy 
to emergent. Tropical rainforests have 
wet environments to support their 
structure and are very humid because 

they are closer to the equator where it is 
warmer."

Kailey Smith | Yr 8

"Vienna is a city located in Austria, 
Europe, with a population of 

1,920,949 in 2021. Being in 
the middle of Europe, Austria 
it is a landlocked country. The 

language spoken in Vienna is 
German. The city was recently named 
the "world's most liveable city" for the 
second year running by The Economist 
Intelligence Unit. One of the things 
that makes Vienna a liveable city is its 
infrastructure. It is known all over the 
world mainly for its amazing public 
transport. Vienna is seen as a role 
model to the world when it comes to 
environmental practices, with the city 
striving to make almost everything 
sustainable and environmentally friendly. 
"Vienna has good air, it's a clean city, 
and it has possibly the world's best 
water." Lastly, the food that Viennese 
people produce is a big part of their 
culture, from sweet to salty, with many 
traditional dishes. Vienna is one of 
the most livable cities because of the 
amazing infrastructure, environmental 
focus, great foods, traditions, and culture. 
These include their public transport, 
sustainability system, traditional dishes, 
special dates, and celebrations that bring 
the community together making many 
feel connected to the city."

Zoe Timoney | Yr 7



Mental Health Practitioner at UYSC
Hello, my name is Martine Henderson, and I am 
the new Mental Health Practitioner at Upper Yarra 
Secondary College and a member of the Wellbeing 
Team.

My days of work are Monday, Tuesday and Friday.  I am 
located at The Hub near the Year 7 area with the pink 
door!

I have specific training in Tertiary Adolescent Mental 
Health difficulties with a particular interest in anxiety, 
depression and eating disorders.

Prior to this role, I have been working as a Senior 
Mental Health Clinician for Child Youth Mental Health 

Services based at the Austin Hospital. I have been working with children, young people 
and families for over 15 years in a range of settings and am super excited to join the 
Wellbeing Team at Upper Yarra SC.

COVID has been an incredibly challenging and anxiety-provoking time for all of 
us. As we start to emerge out of lockdown and return to a degree of normality, we 
understandably face a range of feelings and fears for what this looks like, not just 
for ourselves but for our children and the broader community. Stepping outside of 
lockdown can feel daunting, scary and uncomfortable. For some it may generate high 
levels of anxiety which may cause physical symptoms such as headaches, stomach 
aches and increased heart rate.

It is important to remember this is normal following times of uncertainty. It is essential 
we are patient with ourselves and each other as we readjust to a new normal. Please 
know you are not alone, and we are always here to offer support to get through this 
tricky time. 

Please don’t be a stranger and feel free to come by and say Hi. I look forward to getting 
to know everyone as face-to-face learning resumes.

Martine Henderson | Mental Health Practitioner

Yr 7 Science
Students are learning about 

the motion of Earth and moon 
through space. They are 
looking at how the interactions 

between the Earth and the 
moon are responsible for the different 
phases of the moon. As a part of this unit 
students from 7Y have been encouraged 
to record their observations of the moon 
with photos and share these with the rest 
of their class.

Science

Yr 9 Science
Yr 9 students are studying ecosystems 
and the interactions and processes that 
are involved to make these function. 
Students were asked to construct a 
terrarium in a jar and compare and 
contrast this to a real world ecosystem.

Olga Timoney | Science Domain Leader

Maths

Year 9 Maths
Students have progressed 

from solving linear 
equations and graphing 
tables of values and are 

now working on calculating 
distances between two points. 

This involves students applying 
their knowledge of Pythagorean 
theorem covered earlier in the year 
in order to solve unknown distances 
between two points.

Jake Wigney | Yr 9 Maths

Year 7 Maths
Students used DESMOS 

to graph linear equations. 
They were able to begin 
to make connections 

between the relationship 
of the equation, the table of values 
and the graph on the Cartesian 
plane.

Jessica Petrie | Yr 7 Maths



 LGBTQIA+ Young People’s 
Working Group

Do you want to create a safe 
and vibrant space celebrating 

diversity and inclusion? How about 
the chance to foster community 

connections and social support, and 
have opportunities to make positive 

changes in your local community? 

Apply NOW to be involved in an 
exciting new program starting very 

soon!

https://www.each.com.au/
lgbtqiasocial-support-group-yarra-
ranges/

Library

Premiers' Reading Challenge 2021
Congratulations to Chelsea Simmons, Ashlyn Hermansen, 
Anna Wilson, and Ella Dainter-Bevis who won Premiers' 
Reading Challenge 2021 canteen vouchers for exceeding the 
reading challenge they set themselves. 

Overall, participating students read a total of 154 books 
between them! Well done!

The Library Team

Book Reviews
The Summer I Turned Pretty Jenny Han

This was one of the only books that kept me 
entertained as I am not the biggest fan of 
reading. It was a bit of a mixture of all my 

favourite movies put into a book. It is about a 
girl named Isabelle and every summer she goes to 

her mother’s best friend’s beach house. Her mother’s best 
friend has two sons, one is Conrad and the other Jeremiah. 
Isabelle has always had a thing for Conrad, but she only 
thought of Jeremiah as a friend. But this summer she had a 
glow-up and now she is starting to get noticed by the boys. 

Zoe Timoney

Nevermoor Series Jessica Townsend

The Nevermoor series by Jessica Townsend is 
a series about a twelve-year-old girl named 
Morrigan born on Eventide, which is like our 
New Year’s Eve, except it means a whole new 

age. There is a new age every twelve years, but if 
you are a child born on Eventide, you have the Eventide 
curse and cause bad luck to the people around you. 
Before her twelfth birthday can come, Eventide comes 
early and Morrigan is chased down by an evil force that is 
trying to kill her. Before she can die, a man named Jupiter 
saves her and brings her to the safety of Nevermoor, 
the capital city of the Free Realms and only a few days 
after she gets there, she gets invited to the Wondurous society. I really enjoyed 
being swept up into the magical world of Nevermoor and I own all three of the books. 
Anyone of any age who likes mystery, fantasy and humour will love these books. 

Kaylee Archer

How to Stop Time Matt Haig

Would you like to live forever? Tom Hazard 
looks like a normal 41-year-old teacher when 

really he's 439 years old and ages very slowly. It 
follows his long life as he changes his identity and 

lives through the centuries, in different countries. How 
to Stop Time is an intriguing book and very thought-
provoking. I would highly recommend it.

Emily Brown 

Presentation Balls are 
Cancelled

It is with great 
disappointment that 
we have had to cancel the 2021 Presentation Balls for November 4th and November 12th. Parents,guardians and students involved will be contacted via email with more specific information regarding refunds. 

We look forward to celebrating these events in 2022. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Melissa Martin at the College.

Melissa Martin | Presentation Ball Coordinator


