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From the Principal's Desk
Remote Learning
It has been a tough month for students, staff and the community, after
enduring another period of Remote Learning. This is particularly disruptive
for VCE and VCAL students trying to complete their most important years
of schooling.

Key Dates
Monday 21st June to
Wednesday 23rd June

Year 8 Summit Camp

Monday 21st June
to Friday 25th June

Year 9 Rubicon Camp

Unfortunately for many Year 7-10 students, we are noticing a further ‘drop off’ in
student motivation to complete work remotely, and then return to school with any
enthusiasm or motivation. Each time we move to Remote Learning it appears harder
for students and families to complete the school work and show any desire to do so.
We will of course attempt to support students to return to the vigour required for high
school.

Friday 25th June

NAPLAN

Tuesday 13th July

In this disruptive period, we also attempted to undertake NAPLAN and the Student
Attitudes to School Survey which is a significant amount of work. Whilst we value
both of these activities in order to see where our students are at, I have concerns the
continual disruption will distort the results; however, we will wait and see.

Extreme Weather
We of course capped off Remote Learning with a storm and power failure. Fortunately
we did not suffer any damage to the College (other than the usual roof leaks). We
would have loved to have welcomed our students back on Friday 11th, even without
power and Internet, however, given it was 2 degrees inside the building, we felt it best
to send students home where many had wood heating.

Camps and Work Experience
Thankfully camps are allowed to proceed for Year 8 and 9 this week, but our Year
10 students will miss Work Experience. We are committed to the Work Experience
program and it will hopefully proceed later in the year.

Pyjama Day
Last Day Term 2
2.30pm Finish

Monday 12th July
Curriculum Day

First Day Term 3

Thursday 29 th July
P/T/S Conferences
12.45pm - 7.30pm

Wednesday 8th September
to Friday 10 th September
School Production
Beanstalk

Students
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...recognising
excellence.
For consistently
showing excellence
across a wide range of
subjects:
JACK POLISENO

Year 7
For being an
excellent role model
during Term 2:
KAITLYN
REINMUTH

Year 8
For demonstrating
responsibility and
respect for the school
environment:
ALEX TILLEY

Year 9
For demonstrating
responsibility in
English, continually
seeking feedback and
working to improve
his writing:
JACK AARONS

Year 10

For demonstrating
excellence and
dedication in all her
Semester 1 subjects:
ZOE JENKIN

Year 11
For an excellent
attitude in
Certificate II in Wine
Industry Operations:
ZACH LAWTON

Year 12

I would like to acknowledge the UYSC staff. Although we are not perfect and still get
some things wrong, they have worked tirelessly through difficult circumstances to
do the best for their community. As an example, more than 20 staff (without power
in their own homes) came to school in cold, unpleasant conditions, to make sure all
students were greeted, looked after and got home safely.
I think everyone is looking forward to resetting for Semester 2! Please have a safe
break.
Scott Tully | Principal

Year 12 OES Phillip Island Surfing
On the 12th to the 14th of May, the Year 12 Outdoor and Environmental
Studies students embarked on the Phillip Island surfing camp.
On the first day, the conditions were perfect with nice waves and amazing
weather. The students were able to enjoy a stunning walk at Wonthaggi
and we learnt about the local bird habitats and furthered our knowledge on
the short-tailed shearwaters that travel all the way from Northern Alaska to nest
here in Phillip Island.
The students were fortunate to get a great session of
surfing in, allowing students to build or learn some
surfing skills. The next 2 days we were not as lucky
with the weather, however, we were still out in
the water enjoying ourselves on some incredible
waves.
Students were able to learn more about the
koala and little penguin colonies at Phillip Island,
through our visits to the Koala Conservation
Reserve and Penguin Parade. Then there was one
last very wet surfing adventure on our final day
before departing back to school.
A big thank you to Karley Wappett and Trey
Morrissey for their help on the trip.
Ben Blattman | Yr 12 Outdoor and
Environmental Studies

Year 12 Business Management
On Friday 21st May, the Year 12 Business Management class visited the
Yakult Factory in Dandenong and the Yarra Valley Chocolaterie and Ice
Creamery. There was much enjoyment as we applied our Operations
Management topic to these two case studies and learnt more about how
business production can be further optimised to maximise efficiency. We had
a tasting session at the Chocolaterie and learnt about how local businesses have been
impacted by global issues and measures to maximise success during difficult economic
conditions. Overall, it was a wonderful excursion!
Sahana Girish | Yr 12 Business Management

METS Incursion
The VCE Physical Education students had an incursion on
Tuesday the 25th of May. METS Performance came out and ran
a Wingate Test, and V02 Max Test. This was related to Unit 3
AOS2 content, and was a great insight.
Luke Anderson completed the VO2 Max and did a brilliant job.
Liam Spicer completed the Wingate test and did a great job.
Jason Kilby | PE
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Just-in-Time
The Year 12 Business Management class used strategies such as Just-In-Time,
forecasting and quality control to efficiently create high quality fairy bread
in 5 minutes. They had to account for costs, ensure their business objectives
were being met and minimise waste through applying lean production
principles.
It was an engaging activity that allowed for meaningful reflection and learning.
Sahana Girish | Yr 12 Business Management

Year 8 Literacy
To further mark National Acknowledgement of Country Day on May 27th,
after an acknowledgement of country was shared, students in Mrs Cogan's
Year 8 Literacy class continued their study of challenging picture books by
reading John Marsden's The Rabbits.
After reading the text and taking part in a discussion where the students
figured out that the rabbits symbolised the First Fleet and the numbats represented
the indigenous people, we then turned our attention to the illustrations. Students
worked in groups or individually, to look closely at the pictures and think about the
deeper meaning they presented. Students were then asked to record their thinking as
annotations on their whiteboard tables.
The students did very well and were able to notice the deeper layer of meaning
contained in Shaun Tan's illustrations. This included comments about the appearance
of the rabbits and the power and force they wielded, as well as the representation
of the numbats as animals in harmony with the land. This led to some excellent
discussions about the significance of the day and the ways that literature can make us
think about important issues.
Joanne Cogan| English Domain Leader

Year 9 and 10 Netball
On Tuesday 25th May, we played inter-school netball at Kilsyth. Overall we
all played really well, all showing good sportsmanship. There was an A team
and a B team playing in different pools and divisions. The A team played 3
games. Lost all 3 games but played really well and as a team. The B team won
all 3 games and by the end of the day they were all playing as a team. The B
team made the finals against Lilydale but unfortunately lost. We didn't go out without
a fight. It was a good day for Upper Yarra and everyone played so well.
Emily Tanner | Yr 9

Year 11 VCAL Personal
Development Skills
The Year 11 VCAL PDS
class have started up the
Coffee Van yet again,
working together to get
it going. They are being
trained in how to make coffees, and
run the machine as a real business
to gain experience and skills.
Currently we are selling to staff,
hopefully in the future we will be
able to sell to students during recess
and lunch - especially during the
colder months!
Megan Sloan | VCAL

UYSC Rain Gauge
Update

VCAL Rayners Orchard Visit
On the 21st of May, the Year 12 VCAL class went to Rayners Orchard in
Woori Yallock. When we got there we made preserved pears which involved
peeling the pears, cutting them up and placing them in a jar with sugar syrup
which was then vacuum sealed and heated. Then we walked around the
orchard and tried heaps of different fruit varieties including some very rare
ones and native Aboriginal foods. They have a shop/cafe where they sell lots of
fresh produce and souvenirs.
We loved hanging out with the Kelpie and Jack Russell dogs. The Kelpie came on the
tractor ride around the farm which was very muddy and fun. Overall it was a great day
and we thank the Rayners for showing us around their orchard.
Taya Kandybko | Yr 12

Measurements
taken from two
different locations
throughout the
College for half of
the month of June:
140ml of rain
Tyler Reid | Yr 8
Steve Listopad | Chaplain,
Wellbeing Team

Year 9 and 10 Duke of Edinburgh – Adventurous Journey on
the Murray River
From Tuesday 25th to Thursday 27th of May, we went on a camp to the Murray
River for Duke of Ed. We started near Yarrawonga and canoed to Cobram.
The first day was not much fun. We did not leave school until 11am and we
got to our first campsite at 4pm, so it was a long bus ride. When we got there,
it was raining and it was raining from then until we went to sleep. So we had to set all
our equipment up in the rain. It was cold and wet. Looking back on it now I am happy
that day was so bad because it made me appreciate and enjoy the other days much
more.
Wednesday was a good day. The weather
was amazing. We started paddling in the
morning. I fell into the water when we
stopped for a break. When I was getting
out I lost my balance and fell. Luckily, I
dried quickly. Canoeing was tiring but fun.
It took us a while but we got to our second
campsite. It was a lot easier to set up our
tents without rain.
Later on, we got a campfire going. After
dinner, we stood around the campfire and
roasted marshmallows. That night was the
night a lunar eclipse happened so we got a
good view of that.

Year 8 Science Remote
Learning Task
During the second week
of this round of Remote
Learning, the Year 8
Science students were
asked to demonstrate
their understanding of
plant and animal cells.
Students were given a task of
constructing an edible model
of an animal cell. In the 3D
model, the jelly represents the
cytoplasm and various fruits and
lollies represent the organelles.
Cell models by Darcie Ball and
Mackenzie Hawkins.
Olga Timoney | Yr 8 Science
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On Thursday, our plans changed a bit.
Originally, we were going to canoe that day and canoe on Friday too. However, we
found out that there were Covid cases and a lockdown happening Thursday night.
This meant our plans changed and we needed to paddle all the way out that day. So we
packed up and started paddling. It was really fun that day. In the first half of the day
we played I Spy with a bunch of other people. We stopped for lunch and we found out
about the lockdown. My partner and I accidentally hit a log in the river and the canoe
flipped. Luckily, the water wasn’t too deep and there were people there to help us. We
got our stuff back in the canoe and kept going. The rest of the day was uneventful.
We got to the pickup point and unpacked the canoes and by the time we left it was a
bit past 6pm. We stopped at Maccas on the way back. We got back to school at about
11:30pm. We didn’t have to put away any of the school's equipment thanks to the
principals and we could go home.
Overall I thought the camp was amazing. It was challenging at times but it was also
really fun. A big thank you to Ms Foley, Alycia Hamilton, Trey Morrissey and Mr
Blattman.
Jacinta Tait | Yr 9

Remote Learning - Support Group
7 Orange got into the spirit of remote learning and connecting with each other by
dressing up for Support Group.
On Friday they were asked to come as somebody famous. We had an astronaut, Jojo
Siwa, Iron Man, Darth Vader, Harry Potter, The Blob from Monsters vs Aliens, Cookie
Monster and even a Maori Queen - Dame Te Atairangikaahu.Pets are also encouraged
and we have had dogs, cats, guinea pigs and horses popping online to say hello!

5 Min Craft Club - Indigenous Craft

Library News
Last Wednesday 9th June, the Library was excited to add to its menagerie. We welcomed a giant squid installation (formerly in one
of the Science rooms due to be demolished) and a school of fish, yet to be added. Our turtles, however, were more interested in
keeping warm under their basking lamp!
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...conniving cousins, a hungry
press, a scowling but handsome
bodyguard who just might be
her soulmate, and thousands of
years of tradition and customs to
learn practically overnight.
Will Izumi crumble under the
weight of the crown, or will she
live out her fairytale, happily
ever after?
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What’s new?!
Ma
nga, humour

Naruto is a young shinobi
with an incorrigible knack
for mischief.
He’s got a wild sense
of humor, but Naruto is
completely serious about
his mission to be the world’s
greatest ninja!
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The Library Team
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Both he and his shadow

in dresses they stood!
With shimmering seams
and pink, sparkling hoods!

Your shadow is YOU
and pink it will be.
so stand up with your shadow and yell

