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From the Principal's Desk
Year 12 Celebration Day

We said an official farewell to our senior students last week on Celebration Day. As 
always the behaviour of our students was impeccable and their costumes showed 
creativity and class. We wish the VCE students well on their exams and encourage our 
VCAL students to keep up the good work in their work placements. We say our final 
farewells to Year 12 at the Valedictory Dinner later this month.

Years 7-11 Exams
At the conclusion of the VCAA exams, Upper Yarra will continue to hold exams 
for students across the remainder of the school. Some of the exams are used as a 
summative assessment to measure learning (and teaching) whilst others are a chance 
for students to become accustomed to exam styles in preparation for the compulsory 
VCE exams. As with all assessments, they are simply a measure of a point in time and 
will form only part of what we know about your child; and obviously a lot less than you 
will know about your own child.

Colour Run
We welcomed back some of our Year 9 students from a term living away from home at 
the School for Student Leadership. Part of their learning was put into creating a Colour 
Run at the school for our students.  Thankfully the weather held out and the students 
who participated had a fantastic time!  There was barely a speck of white to be seen at 
the conclusion of the run.  

Evening of Excellence 
Each year we celebrate student achievement in a variety of fields including 
academic,sporting and community. This year, to accommodate more families, our 
Evening of Excellence will again be held on the College oval after the positive feedback 
we received regarding last year’s event.  Fingers crossed for good weather again!

Scott Tully | Principal
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Key Dates 

Wednesday October 30th to 
Monday November 18th 
VCAA (Unit 3 & 4) Exams

Wednesday 13th November
Music Concert                                          
Brian Way Theatre 7pm

Monday 18th November to 
Friday 22nd November
Year 11 Exams

Tuesday November 19th

Year 12 Valedictory Dinner                
Cathie’s Lane 7pm - 11pm

Monday 25th November to 
Friday 29st November                        
Year 10  Exams 

Year 12, 2020 Orientation

Monday 2nd December to 
Friday 6th December                       
Year 7 - 9  Exams 

Year 11, 2020 Orientation

Tuesday 10th December
Grade 6 Orientation Day

Wednesday 18th December    
Evening of Excellence  7pm          

Friday 20th December                         
Last  Day  Term Four                                       
12pm Finish   

Using the score, slip, stick, smooth technique.



S t u d e n t s  o f 
t h e  We e k          ...recognising            

      excellence.

Year 8

For always working 
hard and helping 

others:

KATE PACKER

Year 9

For working hard to 
achieve his best:

  JAMES FULFORD

Year 10

For persistence and 
excellence in all 

subjects:

HAYLEY PIGGOTT

Year 11

For outstanding 
dedication and 

commitment to her 
studies:

CAMRYN PARTEL

Year 7

Year 8

Year 12

For an excellent 
transition to UYSC:

JOANNE MCRAE

For demonstrating all 
of the school values, 
as well as leadership: 

TARA MATAELE

R
E

S
P

E
C

T
 ·

 R
E

S
P

O
N

S
IB

IL
IT

Y
 ·

 E
X

C
E

L
L

E
N

C
E

 ·
 R

E
S

IL
IE

N
C

E

Year 10 Mock Interviews
The Year 10s were dressed to impress, applying for, and participating in Mock 

Interviews for a variety of jobs within the Careers program. Students arrived 
at their appointed time, resume and cover letter in hand, ready to tell their 
interviewers what skills and experience they had for potential apprentices, 

childcare workers, working with animals and more. The daunting process for 
some will hopefully place them in good stead for their future careers and for entering 
the workforce. Well done to the Year 10s.

Simon Tacey | Humanities

Photo Trail
Seventeen Year 7 and 9 students attended the Photo Trail at Maroondah 

Dam this year. They provided fun games for 400 Prep to Grade 2 students, 
organisied by Mr Andrew Devisser and the Yarra District Primary Sports 
Association. Our students were simply amazing. Many parents and teachers 

commented on how talented they were. Congratulations to all the students 
involved who demonstrated a high level of enthusiasm, responsibility and maturity.

Mitchell Gray | Health and PE



CHEFS 
OF THE 

WEEK

Junior Maths 
Textbooks 2020

In 2020, UYSC students will 
not be required to purchase a 
Mathematics textbook for Years 
7-10.

The College is offering to 
purchase current edition 
textbooks in excellent condition 
for $10 which will be credited 
towards future school-based 
purchases. (Resale of textbooks 
will be unavailable through the 
usual means as the publisher 
is releasing a new edition of 
the Year 7-10 textbooks for 
2020.) If your child’s textbook 
is not in excellent condition 
and you would like to donate 
it to the school, this would be 
appreciated. 

If you would like to donate or 
sell your child’s textbook, please 
complete the form sent home 
and return the slip to your 
child's Mathematics teacher.

If you have any questions, 
please contact Melissa Martin 
Mathematics Domain Leader at 
the College, 5967 1877.

Good Life Farm Reflections.
Every Friday the Year 12 VCAL class go to the Good life Farm and feed the 

animals and help mentor the younger kids that come there every Friday. 
The Good Life Farm runs programs to help traumatised and disadvantaged 
children. I enjoy being able to talk to these kids and help them with things 

like dealing with bullying and other issues.

Jack Jolly VCAL

We go to the Good Life Farm from 9:30 to 11 o’clock on a Friday morning. 
The Good Life Farm helps troubled and disadvantaged kids who need a 
little more support and to develop useful life skills. We usually are split into 
groups and go around feeding and releasing the animals. I enjoy getting to 

talk to the kids and spending time with the animals.

India Darcy - Jennings VCAL

For the past 4 weeks, we have been attending a fun program at the Good Life 
Farm. Every Friday we leave school and arrive at the farm at 9:30 we usually 
stay until 11 and head back. We do many fun things such as mentoring, 
feeding animals and I guess just being good role models. I enjoy the Good 

Life Farm it is a great experience I love being around the creek and pond with 
the geese and other fun critters.

Alex Taylor VCAL

Beat Saber VR Team 
On the Friday 18th of October Ms Baillie and I took 22 students from UYSC 

to LHS to compete in the first eSports VR Beat Saber tournament. Students 
used the Oculus Quest or Vive to slash coloured cubes or circles with their 
virtual sabers as they flew towards them. Students were paired up, one from 

each high school so they would meet new people. UYSC students gallantly 
slayed with their sabers but fell short in the overall tally. Both schools were supportive 
of each other throughout the day. I’m looking forward to hosting future events with 
other schools. 

Marcus Cook | STEAM Specialist
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Congratulations!
Congratulations to UYSC Year 10 student Sarah Allsopp and her horse Holly Supreme 
who represented Victoria at the National Interschool Championships in Sydney on 28 
Sept - 2nd October. 

Sarah and Holly won the Ridden Horse Section, came 3rd in the Led and 4th in the 
Rider Section and finished Reserve Champion (2nd overall) in the Secondary Show 
Horse Section. Sarah was also a team member for Victoria on the day to receive 
reserve Champion State Team Member. Sarah was thrilled to achieve this as the 
competition is very strong at the national competition. Victoria won the overall 
competition for all disciplines. Well done Sarah – that is so impressive!

Eastern Metropolitan Athletics
UYSC had three representatives at the Eastern Athletics on Friday 11th October. 

• Porta Meredith Yr 7 placed equal 2nd in the Under 13 shot put and 4th in the 
Under 13 discus.

• Zane Dunn Yr 7placed 1st in the Under 13 shot put and 3rd in the Under 13 high 
jump.

• Kai Hatch Yr 11 placed 1st in the Under 16 high jump and 3rd in the Under 16 
javelin.

All three students were amazing athletes to even qualify for these events let alone the 
incredible success they experienced. Kai and Zane competed at the State Athletics 
final with Kai achieving 3rd in high jump. 

 Yarra Valley Driver Training
Servicing the Yarra Valley 

yarravalleydrivertraining.com.au/

UYSC Connections 

Yearbook/ Magazine 2019                                                           

is coming soon. 

Reserve your copy                                                

at the Business Office. 

Only $10!                                             



 

Year 8 FLIP
FLIP students were able to choose a type of biome to study - Rainforests, Deserts, Mountains and Coasts. They had to write a 
creative story that included information about their biome. 

Erin McGillicuddy | FLIP Leader

Amazon Abomination  
I slowly slither back towards the 
river, my long green scaly body 

scratches against the rough rocks as I 
dip into the cool flowing stream. I 

head downstream for a while. I get to the edge 
of the black water river and get out to rest. I 
slide out of the river and coil myself up under 
an old rotten log, the Sun floats down behind 
the mountains. It’s extremely hot so the water 
cools my long scaly body. In the rainforest there 
are only two seasons, hot and cold. My body is 
exhausted so I need to sleep.

I wake up to a loud crash. I lift up my head and 
slither around. I see trees getting cut down 
all over the place. The loud engines echo 
throughout the Amazon Rainforest. The thick 
toxic fumes escape into the open air destroying 
the O-Zone layer. The wheels and tracks tear 
up the ground turning it into disgusting, sticky 
brown mud. The ground is now unfertile and 
can’t grow anything on it. The thick rainforest 
canopy falls at a rapid pace with 20 football 
field’s worth of trees falling every second. The 
rain hits the fresh mud destroying it. I slither 
off as fast as I could hissing to alarm everyone 
around me. I found another Green Anaconda 
called Frank, I help him get to safety. We scaled 
our way up a tree and stayed there for a while. 
We kept our eyes wide open being over alert. 
The humans wanted to cut down the trees for 
money, wood, medicine and to get land to grow 
crops.

Ethan De Angelis 

A Tarantula's Story 
As the sun sets over the rainforest I can hear the owls, bats and 
crickets coming out to look for food. Me being a big, furry tarantula 

I am also just waking up. I’m not actually that dangerous to humans 
though. I begin crawling out of my tunnel and I can already see some 

bugs over on a nearby tree. My friend the Goliath bird eater is also coming 
out from his home but despite his name he rarely actually preys on birds he’s 
just looking for some worms to eat. I can actually see a badger looking for 
some snacks and I can see some of the bugs approaching me. So I quickly dig a 
hole underground and wait until they are above me then BAM I trapped them 
down with me. They were delicious. I did that for about half an 
hour then started heading home. I began crawling through 
The wet Amazon Jungle, I was surrounded by gigantic 
trees and the air was hot but I could not see the sun, 
everything was damp and I was trying to find my way 
home, but I ended just sleeping in some leaves and waited 
for morning.

James Drysdale

Garrett's Wild Adventure
Hello, my name is Garrett and I’m a rare bird. I live in a rainforest, 
a rainforest is a dense jungle it gets lots of rain and is very moist. 

I’m kind of alone, most of my family has either gotten snatched by 
strange men that sell rare birds for a high price. Or the trees they were 

living in had gotten cut down and they didn’t make it out alive. When they cut 
down the trees it gets scary. Trees fall every which way, the rivers get blocked 
up, and the whole rainforest feels so broken. More than half of the world's 
tropical rainforest has been cleared. 80% of all species live in rainforests.

It’s weird when I fly around and I find human cities, the posters they have up 
of our home is so different from what it actually looks like. In the posters the 
rainforests look green and full of life. 

Where I live, it’s dry and stale from the trees getting cut down which disrupts 
the water cycle. The animals rummaging through every bush they can find 
looking for food, or trying to find a new place to live. Anyway, I try to look at 
the positives of every situation. At least my tree hasn’t gotten cut down like 
most of the trees in the rainforest.

Charlee Paul-Mee

PAX
Students went Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre PAX to explore the different STEM careers they could pursue and 
develop their knowledge of animation and game development. They met with indie developers and established ideas around what 
it is like to be a part of a startup and the different roles they could have in a company and more about the different phases of design. 
PAX brings together publishers, developers and gamers in one huge space where you can find all the latest, as well as classic, games 
and consoles which are available for play in the Console Freeplay area.



STEM with Drones
Drones are cool ….  

Since 2018 students have had the opportunity to enrol in a course to fly drones, receive VCE Unit 3/4 credits, a Certificate 
III in Aviation and an actual Remote Pilot Licence!!! Last year all students completed the course and gained their 
qualifications, with one student using his new-found skills to collect data to assist with roof inspections on local churches. 

Marcus Cook | STEAM Specialist 

 “The main reason I chose 
to enrol in Certificate III in 
Aviation (RePL) is because I 
thought it would be much more 

interesting and fun compared to 
the other electives. We have challenged 
our judging of distance by seeing who can 
fly the closest to a cone without using 
the drone’s camera. It has been really 
interesting to learn all the different rules 
that apply to flying a drone, although 
to most it's only a recreational activity. 
I am most excited to finally get my 
Drone Licence and to be able to fly with 
confidence.”

Bailey Vogt Yr 11

 “The reason I chose Certificate 
III in Aviation (RePL) is 
because I thought it might be 
interesting. I have enjoyed 

having fun flying the drone. It 
has been a  challenge to fly in ATTI mode 
(no GPS) and hold your position against 
the variable gusts. I have learnt I'm not as 
good at flying a drone as I had thought, 
but I have improved steadily throughout 
the course. The main thing I'm looking 
forward to is building upon my flying 
skills.” 

Zachary Lawton Yr 10

This year I chose to enrol in 
the Certificate III in Aviation 
(RePL) because I’m  interested 
in drones. So far I've enjoyed 

flying drones but have found 
reading the NOTAM's challenging. Even 
though they are challenging, NOTAM's 
(Notice to Airmen) have also been 
interesting to learn about. Something I 
am looking forward to is being able to 
complete my 5 hours of flying to gain my 
Remote Pilot Licence.  

Brayden Hedges Yr 11

I decided to enrol in the 
Certificate III in Aviation 
(RePL) because I wanted to 
try something new, I also find 

drones interesting and fun to 
use. I have enjoyed flying drones and 
learning the theory. To me I find the sub 
topics of aviation to be very interesting 
such as decoding TAF’s (Terminal Area 
Forecasts). I am looking forward to 
passing all of my assessments and can’t 
wait to see what we learn next.

Cooper Krstic Yr 11

“The Certificate III in Aviation 
(RePL) appealed to me because 
I thought it would be fun and 
potentially open up job avenues 

for the future. In this class I 
have found the Teamwork and Flight 
exercises to be the most fun, but at the 
same time Flight exercises have been the 
hardest and most challenging part. At the 
beginning when I was uncertain of what 
to do and now  I feel I am a competent 
drone pilot! I have enjoyed learning how 
to decode NOTAM's (Notice to Airmen) 
and I'm looking forward to receiving my 
Remote Pilot Licence.” 

Nathan Bakker Yr 11



Murray River Koala & Canoe Expedition 
In October 15 students from year levels 7-10, went on a 5-day canoe 
trip on the Murray River. Our trip was AMAZING!! We did group 

cooking with Trangia’s, canoed over 70kms, slept under tarps on the 
beach, went swimming and much more! It was rewarding to see 
the experience we gained and the friendships we made. This trip 
was an eye-opener and we 100% recommend it to anyone that’s 

interested. We want to say what an amazing job Ms Foley and Rubicon 
did in organising and taking us as we know this takes time and dedication. 

Kirah Pascoe & Kate Jenkins Yr 10

On the first day of the Murray River Koala Camp, we visited the Dutch 
Thunder Wildlife Centre. The wildlife centre is run by husband and wife 
team Kylie Donkers and James Leonard. The centre is a not-for-profit 
organisation and gets donations from the local community. On our trip 

there we donated blankets and a variety of fruit. Kylie gave us a tour of the 
sanctuary and the animals in her care including several koalas, many species of 

birds, 2 turtles, a peacock named Kevin, many kangaroos and 2 Alpine dingoes. Kylie 
taught us about the local wildlife and what to do if we find an injured animal. She then 
took us on a riverside tour to teach us to look for signs of koala habitation so we could 
do a “koala count” on our trip down the Murray. She taught us how to look for the signs 
of the debilitating disease, scabies in koalas. Her work is amazing, we were all really 
moved by her dedication.

Ella MacDonald Yr 9



Faustina by Kim Leutwyler
My favourite painting is Faustina 

by Kim Leutwyler.

What words pop into my head? 
Vibrant, colourful, spray paint

What I like about this picture? 
I like it because it is an accurate 
representation of Faustina plus there 
are random things thrown in like little 
spreads of paint and paint dripping 
behind.

Why do you think the artist painted the 
person like that? Because the artist 
wanted to show emotions and colours 
and the imperfections that make us 
human

Can I learn anything about the person from 
the painting? That Faustina is a bright, 
colourful person who has overcome 
hardships to get where she is today.

What would I ask the artist? Why did you 
use those colours?

Callum Richardson Yr 7

Through The Looking Glass by Tessa McKay 

Crow (Maddy Madden) by 
Mathew Lynn 

The word that pops into my 
head is: galaxy. It’s simple yet 
effective. I would ask the artist 
what was the inspiration for 

this piece?
LinLing Long Yr 11

This painting has lots of detail 
and focus. I love how the depth 
of focus depends on where the 
picture is. David Wenham and 

the pot plants are in total focus 
but the sugar and rest of the picture is a 
blur!

Things that pop into my mind are WOW! 
The depth of blurring is amazing as well 
as real and natural. I think that Tessa 
MacKay painted David like this to show 
his nature, what he likes and his view on 
life. The cafe gives a view of daily life. 
Some questions I have for Tessa would 
be why did you choose David Wenham 
and what tools did you use to create the 
artwork?

Talei Whiteside Yr 7

What words pop into your 
head when you look at it? 
Amazing, realistic, detailed and 
interesting 

What do you like about this 
painting? The painting is really realistic. 
The way the artist did the reflection of 
the street is really cool.

Why do you think the artist painted the 
person like this? I think she was probably 
a fan of him and wanted to make the 
portrait resemble him.

If you could ask the artist one question, 
what would it be? How did she make it 
look so realistic? How long did it take 
her? If she has any tips to learn how to 
draw this well? 

Jacinta Tait Yr 7

What words pop into your head 
when you look at this image? 
Reflective, creative, blurry.

What do you like about this 
painting? I like that the painting 

had the man sitting in the cafe and 
you can clearly see the object and the 
background is reflective and blurry.

Why do you think the artist painted the 
subject like this? I think he painted the 
artwork like this because he wanted to 
make it look cool.

Can you learn anything about the subject 
from this painting? I can learn how to use 
different styles of techniques to use in 
the painting like the reflection makes the 
objects stand out in the painting.

If you could ask the artist a question what 
would it be? I would ask what inspired 
him to make the artwork and why did he 
become an artist.

Mikayla Reinmuth Yr 10



Fiona Lowry by Benjamin 
Aitken

What words pop into your head 
when you look at this painting? 
Pastel, blur, alone, dark, 
creative

What do you like about this 
painting? I like the idea of smearing 

the paint and also the pastel colours.

Why do you think the artist painted the 
subject like this? I think that they painted 
the person like this to show that within 
beauty there is always gonna be a few 
patches of fragility. 

Can you learn anything about the subject 
from this painting? The person in the 
image is fragile and somewhat calm. I 
know that the image is trying to depict 
religious awe.

If you could ask the artist a question, what 
would it be? Why did you smear the 
painting? Why are some bits not coloured 
in? Why did you paint this image?

Paige Harvey Yr 10

David Griggs, Outta Space 
by Adam Norton

When I looked at this painting I 
thought WOW! What stands 
out for me in this painting is the 
man with the body of a night 

sky. Also the pink paint. I think 
the artist painted this person because 
they were inspired by this person. I think 
that the person is very expressive and 
vibrant within the painting. 

If I could ask the artist a question about 
the pain I think it would be about the 
making of the true painting and what 
gave him the idea to use the many 
patterns that were in the painting. 
Joanne McCrae Yr 7

Self-portrait by Kendal 
Gear

What words pop into your head 
when you look at the painting? 
Calm, sedate, domesticated, 
old-fashioned

What do you like about this 
painting?  I like how detailed and realistic 
it is. I also like that you can only see her 
reflection in the window and that her 
reflection is dull to show she is trapped or 
that she has to do domestic duties

Why do I think the artist painted the 
subject like this? To show she has to do 
domestic work, to show how women are 
viewed in society

Can I learn anything about the subject from 
this image?  She has to do chores and do 
what she is told.

If I could ask the artist a question what 
would it be?  What were you thinking as 
you were painting? 

Erin Packer Yr 10

Cato, Callie and Comet by Luke Cornish
What words pop in your head when you look at this painting? The things that pop in my 

head were that it looked so real and it's like a photo and not been painted.

What do you like about this painting? I liked that it brought the painting to life and it 
was the only one I like in the art gallery.

Why do you think the artist painted the subject (person) like this? I think to make their 
paintings come more to life.

Can you learn anything about the subject(person) from this painting? What I can learn from her 
is how she does her paintings.

If you could ask the artist's question, what would it be? How do you do the paintings the way 
you do them?

Zhyanna Best Yr 7

Tarrawarra 

and the 

Archibald 

Exhibition



Drug and Mental Health 
Awareness Day

The Year 9 students organised a 
colour run to have fun and raise 
awareness about mental health. 
Students raced along a ‘Colour 

Run’ route on the school oval with 
pre-determined colour throwing 

stations. 

A huge thank you to everyone 
who helped, especially Ms Kim 
Knowles. It was a huge success 

and approximately $350 was raised 
over the course of the day. Thank 
you to Ms Laura Molan for these 

amazing photos!



 P.A.R.T.Y (Prevent Alcohol and Risk Related Trauma in Youth)  
At the end of term three, a group of Upper Yarra Secondary College senior 

school students were invited to attend the P.A.R.T.Y (Prevent Alcohol and 
Risk Related Trauma in Youth) Program at the Royal Melbourne Hospital.

Teenagers are at more risk of becoming a victim of trauma than any other 
age group.  The P.A.R.T.Y Program aims to help teenagers understand risk, 

choices and consequences of their actions and experience the reality of traumatic 
injuries.

During the one day excursion we followed a typical journey of a trauma patient 
through the Emergency Department, Intensive Care Unit and Trauma Ward.  During 
this tour of the hospital, students had the opportunity to meet and observe young 
people who have been hospitalised from preventable traumatic accidents.  

We also attended presentations from a number of different health professionals who 
work with trauma patients including; trauma nurses, emergency doctors, paramedics, 
physiotherapists, speech pathologists and a prosthetist.  We were also fortunate to 
hear the story of a trauma injury survivor, who shared his experience becoming a 
quadriplegic after he was hit by a car 14 years ago.

At times, the stories and experiences we heard were confronting and sad, however, 
the message was clear; live once, think twice. 

Courtney Croxford | Adolescent Health Nurse

EMR Year 7 Boys Cricket
We went to Balwyn to play Eastern Zone cricket. In the first match we played 

Heathmont Secondary College. We got off to a great start with Harvey Smith and 
Ryan Thompson's 80 run partnership. Following this Dylan Walker came in and 
made a quickfire 40 runs  - a getting out score of a very competitive 140 from 14 

overs. We then bowled extremely well, restricting Heathmont to 80 runs. All our 
bowlers did a great job.

In our second match, the semifinal of Eastern Zone, we met Rowville cricket 
school. This was a challenge for us, being bowled out for 80 runs, Lucas Parker 
our standout batsman made 20 runs. We then bowled but the Rowville boys 
were too strong. 

Congratulations to all the boys who did a fantastic job and showed great 
sportsmanship.

Jason Kilby


