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From the Principal's Desk
The Production
A big congratulations to the amazing, talented students who participated 
in this year's  school production of 'Superheroes Unite!'.  Their many hours 

of dedicated practice paid off with an outstanding drama performance.  There were 
many students and staff, both cast and crew,  who contributed to its success.  Not only 
was the performance excellent, but the experience and the relationships built over the 
course of the year in such an intense process has been fantastic.  Special thanks to Ms 
Tessa Kinsella for her coordination of the production.

Welcome Back!
Welcome back to Mr Michael Schultz our Assistant Principal.  As the students 
saw upon his return last week, Michael is temporarily in a wheelchair following an 
amputation of his leg as a result of complications with a knee dislocation.  

Planning for 2020
We are well under way with our planning for 2020.  We are looking forward to 
welcoming almost 120 Year 7 students to our school next year and the College will 
continue to grow beyond 500 students. We have been spending time with all our Yarra 
Valley Primary Schools to ensure our new students will be comfortable, feel at home 
and be a part of our community right from day one next year.  

2020 Subject Selections
Currently our Years 8 -11 students are undertaking their subjects/course selections 
for next year. To assist with this process, we ran a “Taster Day” for Year 9  and 10 
students. This provided students with the opportunity to try subjects before making 
their selections. 

Uniform
A big thank you is extended to those families who have ensured that students of 
the College are wearing their uniform with pride. The uniform of students has been 
exceptionally good this year, however, the colder weather has seen a small increase in 
incorrect uniform items. Short-term(1 day) out-of-uniform items should be as similar 
to our official uniform as possible and students must carry a note explaining their 
temporary  incorrect uniform.

Scott Tully | Principal
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Key Dates 

Thursday September 12th                           
Year 10 Formal 6.30pm - 10.30pm

Thursday 12th September 
to Monday 23rd September                                      

Japan Tour 

Friday 20th September                                      
Last Day Term Three 2.30pm Finish

Monday October 7th                                         
First Day Term Four

Tuesday October 15th                                         
Year 10 Mock Interviews

Wednesday 23rd October
Year 12 Celebration Day

Wednesday October 30th to 
Monday November 18th 
VCAA (Unit 3 & 4) Exams

Monday 18th November to 
Friday 22nd November
Year 11 Exams

Tuesday November 19th

Year 12 Valedictory Dinner                
7pm - 11pm Cathie’s Lane

Monday 25th November to 
Friday 29st November                        
Year 10  Exams 
Year 12, 2020 Orientation

Monday 2nd December to 
Friday 6th December                       
Year 7 - 9  Exams 
Year 11, 2020 Orientation

Tuesday 10th December
Grade 6 Orientation Day

Wednesay 18th December    
Evening of Excellence            

Friday 20th December                         
Last  Day  Term Four                                       
12pm Finish   



S t u d e n t s  o f 
t h e  We e k          ...recognising            

      excellence.

Year 8

For working 
extremely well in 

FLIP and writing an 
excellent story:

JOSHUA NORRIS

Year 9

For excellence 
in 

Forensic Science:

 AMY HOLLAND

Year 10

For  great 
commitment and 

work ethic in selling 
Cambodia raffle 

tickets:

ERIN PACKER & 
JOSH PITTS

Year 11

For excellence in 
her studies and                 

helping other 
students achieve:

AMANDA HARRIS
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For showing 
excellence in 
Leadership:

TALEI WHITESIDE

For his conscientious 
approach to his 

studies and his  peer 
support and guidance 

during class: 
JAMIN HAMNETT

Year 11 and 12 Legal Studies 
On Monday the 29th of July students from Year 11 and 12 Legal Studies 
classes participated in a role play at Victoria Parliament House. Students 
had the opportunity to take on roles such as Speaker of House, Speaker's 
Assistant, and Members of Parliament. The role play helped students to 

better understand the process involved in making a law. In the afternoon 
students visited the Magistrates’ Court of Victoria and sat in on some court cases 
which helped them to better understand the court process. 

Erin McGillicuddy | Legal Studies

Donations for Animal Aid Coldstream
Year 10 Zoology students will be visiting Coldstream Animal Aid on the 10th 
of September. We are collecting old towels/blankets and pet food to help 
make a difference to the work Animal Aid does. If you would like to make a 

donation, please take your goods to the Main Office. Thank you in advance.

Recycling Mobile Phones
The Year 10 Zoology class are collecting old mobile phones and tablets for recycling 
by Melbourne Zoo. This program helps save Mountain Gorillas by reducing the 
amount of Coltan metal mined from their habitats. Coltan is used in most mobile 
devices such as phones and tablets. Please drop your items to be recycled in the box 
at the Main Office and get behind a great cause.

Bronwen Foley | VCAL



VCE Biology
Students completing one of the VCE Sciences needed to design, plan and 
carry out an experiment that relates to one of the areas of study from 
their course. This offers students an excellent opportunity to extend their 
understanding of one of the course  topics and also develops their working 

knowledge of good experimental design, all the many things that need to be 
thought of in advance for an experiment to run smoothly and provide valid results. 

Students studying Units 3 and 4 Biology this year undertook a range of experiments 
including testing the effectiveness of various household substances against bacterial 
growth, the effect different environmental conditions have on photosynthesis in 
plants, how fermentation in yeast is effected by various sugars and how different 
conditions effect the extraction of DNA from fruit and vegetables. Please come and 
view their scientific posters which show their findings. They will be displayed in E8 
towards the end of the term.

Dana Jindra | Biology

Changing Gears Program
CIRE at Mt Evelyn run a Changing Gears course to help students attain 

their Learners Driver Permit. Brandon Farr Yr 9, was asked if he and Ms 
Fisher would like to attend.  On Monday morning, with a printed road map, 
Brandon gave Ms Fisher the directions to Mt Evelyn. (She knew how to get 

there but wanted to give Brandon practice following and giving directions). 
They did take the scenic route but still arrived at CIRE on time. They spent that day, 
Tuesday and Thursday learning the road rules and how to be safe on the roads. 

Monday afternoon Ms Fisher again asked Brandon to direct her back to school. He 
made the classic rookie mistake, “Hey Miss, you have to turn down that road, you know, 
the one back there at the roundabout!” They did make it back to school in one piece!

On Tuesday they made the journey again.  Ms Fisher was the model driver. 
They stayed at the recommended two seconds behind the car in front, 

followed the speed signs, and stayed in the left lane unless overtaking. 
Success. They made it to Mt Evelyn with no mistakes, and this 

continued for the rest of the week.

Friday was the big day. They met the CIRE students at VicRoads 
Mooroolbark for the Learners Driver Test. Brandon’s directions 
were flawless. Brandon was second to sit the test. He finished 

and was unsure if he had passed. A nervous 10 minutes passed 
before he was called to the desk. PASSED!  Well done Brandon 
and a big thank you to CIRE for allowing them to be a part of 
this great program.

Alison Fisher | Education Support
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A Note From The Director 
The School Production for 2019 has come and gone! 

I am so unbelievably proud of all the cast and crew 
who were part of this year's school production. We 
started our performances with a Matinee for the very 

excited 5/6 cohort from Yarra Junction Primary School. 
These students then asked questions about the show and gave 
feedback to the actors. 

Nerves were evident prior to the opening show but the cast 
were reassured that nerves are a good thing and to use them 
to put on a great first official performance on Wednesday 
night. Nerves turned to excitement as the crowd settled in and 
the lights came up on stage. It was obvious that the students 
performing were finally feeling comfortable in their characters 

and the stage was feeling like home. Act One saw many laughs 
and a high level of energy on stage. Intermission was a chance for 
refreshments. Act Two began and in a flash it was over.

Backstage in the dressing room there was a buzz in the air and a 
great sense of relief from all involved. Each show out did the last. 
I couldn’t be prouder of the students involved. They have worked 
so hard over the past 6 months and should be commended on 
their passion, responsibility and courage throughout the whole 
experience. 

A massive thanks to all the staff who dedicated so much of their 
time to make the production a success. 

Tessa Kinsella | Director Superheroes Unite!



Talei Whiteside
Jessica Bennett
Syndal Butler
Josie Mayne
Ryan Poile
Jacinta Tait

Ella Tattersall
Cheyenne Robinson-Sambrooks
Roxanne Van Velp Fernand
Cooper Allum
Ashlyn Hermansen
Ella MacDonald

Matilda Paterson
Josh Pitts
Jordynne Castleton
Ashlee Shotter
Katayani Sagar-Gordon
Chloe Brown

Amy Upton-Stokes
Harrison Green
Grace Bray
Aidan Tsoumbakos
Monique Lee
Billie Mills

THE CAST



Sport and Recreation MCG Tour
 On Wednesday the 14th of August, our Sport and Rec class went to the MCG 
and Sport Museum. We did a tour of the MCG and we were shown jobs that 

Sport and Rec students would be able to do if we were to go into the industry. 
In the Sports Museum we learnt things we didn’t know, such as Andrew Gay is in 

the Australian Sports Hall of Fame. We got to go to Game On and interact in a range of 
sports activities. It was a good day to learn new things about sports. 

Tahlia Thompson Yr 10

Parkour 
On Tuesday 6th August, Year 7s participated in a Parkour (FreeG) Sporting 

Schools session, where they learnt from trained coaches how to safely jump, 
climb and roll over and around obstacles. All the students had a fantastic 
time and thoroughly enjoyed the session. Glitz Gymnastics in Lilydale is 

a great place to start if your child would like to continue the sessions outside 
of school. 

Jessica White | Interschool Sports Coordinator

 Yarra Valley Driver Training
Servicing the Yarra Valley 

yarravalleydrivertraining.com.au/

Hooptime 

On Friday the 9th 

of August Year 8 

student Mitchell 

Saxon volunteered 

his time to help Hoddles 

Creek Primary School with 

their Hooptime Program. 

Mitch is an excellent 

basket baller and 

loves passing on 

his knowledge 

and skills to the 

next generation. 

Well done Mitch. 

Erin McGillicuddy | Year 8 

Leader 



Year 10 Basketball
On the 7th of August, myself and two other Year 
Ten students went down to the State Basketball 
Centre to coach the year 8’s Basketball Teams.

The A team boys did a fantastic job and finished third overall for the day.
Unfortunately, the boys B team and girls A team didn’t win a game but displayed great 
teamwork and tried their best. Overall, the day went splendidly.

Thank you to Ms McGillicuddy and Mr Wenholz for coming and supporting us.

Tahlia Bexstream 

Year 8 BasketballOn Wednesday the 7th of 
August three teams from 

Upper Yarra competed at Interschool Sports in 
Basketball. Upper Yarra 

was able to put in one A 
grade girls team, and both 

an A and B grade boys team. 
All teams played excellently and demonstrated all of the 

school values during the 
day. The A grade boys team came in third overall, 

which was a huge effort. Well done Year 8 Basketball teams 2019! 

Mount Stirling Cross 
Country Skiing 
On the 1st and 2nd of August 

the Year 11 students 
from Outdoor Ed got the 

opportunity to go Cross Country 
Skiing at Mount Stirling. Although 
we arrived at the snow before the 
big snow fall in the last week, we had 
exceptional weather that followed us 
throughout the trip. 
With the lack of snow, we had to 
walk up to the snow line where the 
snow got very icy through the night 
making it difficult to ski. The students 
did amazingly well and learnt a whole 
range of skills. Students began by not 
being able to ski 3m to being able to 
traverse up and down hills even in 
the icy conditions. 
Overall the Year 11s had a great time 
learning both skills and knowledge to 
do with skiing at Mount Stirling.

Ben Blattman | Outdoor Education 
Coordinator 



StreetShot Photography Competition 2019
The winners of the StreetShot 2019 Digital Arts competition were 
announced at a lunchtime event held at Melbourne Polytechnic last Friday. 

Several UYSC students were represented in this exhibition. 
Congratulations to Alexandra Stubna Most Outstanding Individual 
Image, Jazmine Bull and Isabelle Spencer Most Outstanding Group 
Image, Holly Debono, Ella Hulten and Claire McDonald-Brown People's 
Choice Award - Still Image.

StreetShot is a health promotion project that uses photography to raise 
awareness about viral hepatitis transmission amongst young people.

Young people receive health education about viral hepatitis from Hepatitis 
Victoria, and are then supported by youth services and schools to take photos to 
reflect what they have learnt. 

On the 27th  July, a group of Year 11 
students who learnt about Hepatitis and 

entered the 2019 Streetshot Photography 
competition went into the city to view the photo 
gallery. It was great to see so many entries and 
so many great photos. Claire, Holly and Ella won 
People’s Choice, Jazmine and Isabelle won Best 
Group Photo and I won Best Photo. 

The day was a success and I enjoyed learning 
all about hepatitis and I can’t wait to enter the 
Streetshot Photo Competition again next year.

Alexandra Stubna Yr 11

Invisibility
Better Safe Than Sorry 

One Drop is All it Takes
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A scam is a fake scheme 
made by a dishonest 
individual, group, 
or company in an 

attempt obtain money 
or something else of value. 
Scammers are getting smarter, 
taking advantage of new 
technologies to target people. 
They try to get money from 
you or to steal your personal 
details so they can pretend to 
be you. Between 1 January and 
31 May 2019, Australians lost 
$46.3 million through scams.  
Scams are always changing, 
many of us will be exposed to a 
scam at some time.
How scams work:
• You can be scammed 

online, phone, post or in 
person

• Scammers often pretend 
to be a government 
representatives, as people 
comply with requests from 
authority figures.

• Scammers try to gain trust 
by claiming to be from 
a well-known business 
or impersonate a known 
contact.

• Scammers often relate 
to your emotions to 
manipulate you. 

• Scammers create a sense 
of urgency to get you to 
make decisions quickly, 
without thinking.

What to look for:
• If someone you don’t know 

contacts you out of the 
blue 

• Being asked to pay 
for something or give 
them money by unusual 
payment methods, e.g. 
gift cards, wire transfers, 
cryptocurrencies. 

• Being asked to pay for 
something in advance. 

• If someone you’ve never 
actually met in person asks 
for money. 

• If something sounds “too 
good to be true”, e.g. online 
shopping deal, you’ve 
won a competition, have 
unclaimed inheritance, or 
been invited to invest in an 
‘amazing’ scheme

• Being asked for personal 
information, e.g. bank 
details, computer 
passwords etc.

• Being pressured to buying 
something or to make a 
decision quickly. 

How to protect yourself:
• Be alert to scams - always 

consider the possibility 
that it may be a scam. 

• Don’t be pressured to act 
quickly to do something or 
make a decision. 

• Know who you're dealing 
with – if unsure do an 
online search.

• Use strong passwords 
– use hard-to-guess 
passphrases that are easy 
to remember.

• Don’t open anything that 
looks suspicious, e.g. texts, 
pop-up windows, links, 
attachments.

• Do not confirm identity via 
the contact details sent in 
email, do an online search. 

• Don't allow anyone remote 
access to your computer 
unless you have contacted 
them. 

• Don’t be pressured into 
making decisions about 
money or investments. 

• Be distrustful of unusual 
payment requests.

• Always verify changes to 
payment details directly 
with the business or 
individual. 

• Use strong passwords, 
change them frequently 
and never share them. 

• Avoid using public Wi-
Fi especially for online 
banking, sending/receiving 
personal information. 

• Use secure payment 
methods such as a credit 
card or PayPal for online 
shopping.

Useful websites:
www.moneysmart.gov.au 
Verify if companies have an 
Australian Financial Services 
License.

www.scamwatch.gov.au/news/
subscribe-to-scam-alert-emails    
Subscribe for email scam alerts.

 https://www.esafety.gov.au/
esafety-information/esafety-
issues/protecting-personal-
information

Courtney Croxford | 
Adolescent Health Nurse

Cybersafety

Youth Ambassador Project 2019
This year Upper Yarra Secondary College is involved in two 
separate student voice projects: EDVOS Youth Ambassador 
Project and DET Inspiro Student Voice – Outer East.

Over the sessions Cooper Allum, Teagan Bresser, Ashlyn 
Hermansen, Amy Holland, Jennifer Morris, Kobi Rostron, and 
Hudson Semple have learnt about the importance of equal rights 
for women, men and all genders and how they can facilitate 
change in their local community. 

Students have been encouraged to be a school leader for gender 
equality and respect. They participated in a series of workshops 
on equality for all genders, activism and making change in your 
community, and had the chance to design and deliver their own 
gender equity project in their school.  

Stacey Rumbold | Respectful Relationships Coordinator


