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From the Principal's Desk
Continuous Improvement
We have a relentless cycle of school improvement to ensure our students 
are receiving the highest quality education.  

The constant pursuit of teaching and learning excellence has both positive and 
negative consequences.  The positive consequences are that Upper Yarra continues 
to be at the forefront of educational trends and that the best outcomes both 
educationally and experientially are created for our students.  

Unfortunately, particularly at this time of year when illness takes hold, teachers are 
absent.  We endeavour to ensure high quality replacement teachers who understand 
the expectations of the College are in front of your child and that all teachers, 
regardless of absence, create the work for students in their absence. This ensures 
continuity of learning for the students.  

Some parents (and students) can be frustrated by their teacher’s absence, please 
understand that commitment to professional growth is both expected and encouraged 
at Upper Yarra.  As you would expect your doctor or mechanic to be current, we also 
expect the same of our teachers.  Should you have any concerns, please do not hesitate 
to contact your child’s Team Leader.

Student Safety
A number of concerns have been raised regarding students that travel to and from 
school via bicycle or scooter.  

Whilst I strongly encourage this practice to continue, please discuss with your 
child the need to wear a helmet and abide by road rules.  Some local residents are 
concerned they have had some near misses with our students.  

All riders over the age of 12 are expected to ride on the road; however, both vehicles 
on the road (particularly Little Yarra Rd) and/or vehicles exiting driveways across a 
footpath represent potential dangers.  If your child rides to school, please take the 
time to discuss the dangers and ensure they have the correct safety equipment and 
are aware of the risks.

Key Dates
Tuesday 11th June to                    
Friday 14th June
Unit One Exams

Wednesday 12th June
GAT Units 3 & 4                                                
UYSC Library 10am

Friday 14th June
Presentation Ball

Monday 17thJune to 
Wednesday 19th June                        
Year 7 - 9 Exams

Monday 24th June to                      
Friday 28th June 
Year 9 City Experience 

Monday 24th June to 
Friday 28th June
Year 10 Work Experience

Friday 28th June                                                       
Last Day of Term Two                                  
2.30pm Finish

Monday 15th July                                
First Day Term Three

Thursday 1st August                                 
P/T/S Conferences
12.45pm - 7.30pm

Thursday 1st August                                
Subject Information Sessions

 Monday 12th August to                                                  
Thursday 15th   August                                                    

Falls Creek Snow Camp

Wednesday 14th August 
to Friday 16th August                                                   
School Production                                                           
Super Heroes Unite

Thursday 12th September 
to Monday 23rd September                                      

Japan Tour

81- 89 Little Yarra Road, Yarra Junction                            
P (03) 5967 1877  F (03) 5967 2109
Absence Notification 
SMS  0477 391 484

24/7

Reptile Club - Lunchtimes Mondays and Fridays 



S t u d e n t s  o f 
t h e  We e k          ...recognising            

      excellence.

Year 8

For his excellent 
work in FLIP and 

being a positive role 
model for other 

students:

TYSON TAYLOR

Year 9

For dedication and                                
excellence                              

in Music                            
and Japanese:

HARRY BENSON

Year 10

For consistence in 
displaying school 

values to all students 
and staff:

SHARELLE 
CORBETT

Year 11

For displaying 
kindness to other 

students and 
excellent leadership:

ZA HORIZON

For demonstrating 
excellence and 

responsibility on 
the Biology GTAC 

excursion: 
JETT HOLLAND

For her excellent 
work in English and 

Literacy:

NATASHA       
ATWELL
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VCE Drama
May was a big month for Senior Drama students at Upper Yarra. We hosted 
our first ever Ensemble Performance Evening in which students showcased 
their own devised work. With a great turnout and only a few nerves, it was 
a successful evening and a huge thanks to all parents, friends and staff who 
attended. 

The following week our VCE Drama students travelled to Lilydale High School to 
watch a live theatre performance of ‘Scattered Lives’ to analyse a professionally 
devised performance as part of their VCE outcomes. We also participated in a team 
teaching lesson between Lilydale High and Upper Yarra which provided our students 
with the opportunity to meet other VCE students studying drama in the Yarra Valley.

Brett Jenkins  | Drama

Year 11 and 12 Progress Reports
All Year 11 and 12 students will receive an additional progress report leading up to the 
end of the semester.  All families are encouraged to look at the additional report and 
discuss the positive results with your child. Should improvements need to be made, 
now is the appropriate time to make changes that will be of benefit in the senior years.  
If you wish to discuss individual subjects, please contact your child’s class teacher or 
the Year Level Leader.

Uniform
Once again I commend families for managing to keep on top of the washing at this 
time of year so that students are in the correct uniform.  We have a College uniform 
for a number of reasons; mainly as research indicates students are more likely to 
feel connected to their school and connected students result in better outcomes.  
On the rare occasion an item needs to be replaced, we encourage students to find a 
replacement as close to the uniform as possible and bring a note signed by a parent or 
carer.  

Buildings and Grounds
As many of you are aware the construction our new STEAM Pavilion is currently 
running slightly behind as we ensure it meets our educational needs.  On ground 
construction is now anticipated for August.  The construction should have little impact 
upon the teaching and learning; from time to time it will impact the Bus Bay.  We will 
endeavour to communicate early with families as bus drop off and pick up may be 
restricted to Riversdale Rd for short periods of time.  As a result of the new Pavilion, 
we will lose our top basketball court. 

Work began this week on the construction of a new basketball/netball court near the 
oval and a new volleyball/long jump area near the Outdoor Education shed.

Scott Tully | Principal



"Grounded in Truth"
As part of the celebration 
of Reconciliation Week, 
twelve UYSC  students 
participated in the 

Worowa Girls College's 
Reconciliation Sports Carnival in 
Healesville. 

On Wednesday 
lunchtime students 
were given the 
opportunity to watch 
Rabbit Proof Fence to 
gain an understanding 
of Indigenous 
perspectives. I was 
impressed with the discussion 
after watching this movie and I 
am proud of the respect shown by 
our students towards Indigenous 
culture. 

Jason Kilby | Indigenous Liasion

Reconciliation Week 2019  - Worowa Sports Carnival 
This was an amazing day filled with different activities including 
a netball and football competition, live bands and a DJ, face 
painting, basketball shootouts and cultural events including 
a traditional smoking ceremony with a Wurundjeri elder to 
start the tournament. This was all organised in recognition of 

Reconciliation Week. The event was attended by students from local schools 
as well as across Melbourne (including PLC, MLC and other private schools).

Our girls played 7 matches in the netball tournament and had wins over Lilydale 
High, MLC, PLC, MacRobertson High and Worowa. They played some amazing 
netball and came so close to being the champions of the tournament. 

The girls had a great day and were extremely proud of their achievements. They also 
got to meet two of the Melbourne Vixens players.

Mitchell Gray | Health and PE

GTAC
Jennifer Morris and Sharelle Corbett were invited to attend a special 
pilot program - Engagement and Discovery Forum: Establishing Interest and 
Understanding of Genomics Education at GTAC (Gene Technology Access 

Centre). The program explored the application of genetic testing in the medical 
profession and how this impacts on the daily lives of individuals. Students explored 
several case studies and were asked to apply their knowledge of genomics to discuss 
the ethical considerations around genetic screening. Well done Jenny and Sharelle!

Bronwen Foley | Science

VCE/VET Taster Day
In the coming weeks 

students in Years 
9 and 10 will begin 
to think about their 

subject choices for next 
year. All students will take part 
in a ‘taster day’ to help them 
to understand the subjects on 
offer and what they involve. 

This is a great chance to 
experiment with VCE subjects 
and VET courses they may be 
interested in but want to know 
more about. 

This will be followed up with 
Careers interviews as well as 
a Subject Information Evening 
for families and students on 
Thursday 1st August. 

Monique Rohr | Curriculum 
Leader





Footy Colours Day!
On the 27th of May teacher and students came to school 
in their AFL team colours. There were games on the oval 
including, handball, an obstacle course and longest kick 

with Ethan Leeds winning kick - over 50 metres!

It was a gold coin donation, and we raised almost $250. All the 
money that we made goes to the Cancer Foundation's Education 
Support Programs which keeps kids learning while they undergo 
cancer treatment. Despite the weather, there was great 
participation on great a day!

Tara Mataele Yr 12 VCAL



 

Rubicon
A group of Year 9 students had the amazing opportunity to attend the Rubicon 

School at the start of May. During the week, we went white water paddling, 
hiking, climbing and mountain bike riding. Students participated in a range 
of team building activities and it was wonderful to see students challenge 

themselves throughout the week. There were friendships made and stronger 
connections built between students and staff. 

We were all impressed with Rubicon especially the Rubicon teachers, the facilities, the 
activities and the food! I am so pleased to have been part of this awesome experience 
and encourage future Year 9 students to go and experience the camp of a lifetime. 

Thanks Year 9 for the excellent week away.

Kim Knowles | Year 9 Leader

Certificate III Aviation- 
Reflections 

1. What have you enjoyed?

2. What has been challenging?

3. What have you have learnt?

Nathan BAKKER
I have enjoyed learning how to fly 
drones and the teamwork. 

I have found that controlling 
the speed of the drone to be 

challenging. 

I think the most interesting thing I have 
learnt is how to read NOTAMs.

Cooper KRSTIC
I have enjoyed the challenges 

and different situations we 
have been put in to help us learn 

situations.

I have found estimating how far away the 
drone is, was difficult.

I have learnt how to read the weather 
through TAFS.

Brayden HEDGES
I enjoy learning to fly the drone.

I have some trouble reading 
NOTAMs.

I think the most interesting thing I have 
learnt is judging how far away the drone 
is.

Zachary LAWTON
The thing I have enjoyed learning 

about is the electronics of the 
drone.

I have been challenged by the 
acronyms and trying to memorise them.

The most interesting thing I have learnt 
is the fact that there are multiple types of 

clouds.

Cameron SCOTT
I have enjoyed learning how to 
fly a drone. 

I have had some trouble 
memorising how to read the NOTAMs 
and controlling the drone's speed and 
judging the distance.

Something I found interesting is just how 
hard it is to judge the distance of how far 
away the drone actually is.

Bailey VOGT
Flying the drones has been 

enjoyable, but it has been 
challenging to learn how to 

control the drones in ATTI mode 
and the TAFs and NOTAMs have been the 

most interesting.

Physics Radioactivity Workshop
Year 11 Physics students are currently studying nuclear Physics and have 
been learning about the different types of radioactive decay that occur in the 
nucleus. To supplement their learning on this topic, the physics class went to La 
Trobe University, to experience a Nuclear Physics Radioactivity workshop. 

Students each received a radioactive sample and were able to use the experimental 
resources of one of La Trobe’s Physics laboratories to investigate the probabilistic 
nature of radioactive decay, as well as the inverse square law of radioactive activity 
with distance from the source. Students used Excel Spreadsheets as their software to 
analyse their results, and draw conclusions from the data. 

At the conclusion of the workshop, students were given some spare time to explore the 
many food outlets at La Trobe and purchase whatever caught their eye. Then it was off 
to explore the main library and find books on any subjects they wanted to explore. 

All students enjoyed the opportunity to learn in a university environment, with 
laboratory equipment that would not normally be accessible. 

Paul Jefimenko | Physics



 

As always, our science classrooms 
have been busy places of 
learning across all the year levels.

Year 7
Our Year 7 students have been learning 
about the science laboratory and 
equipment, as well as learning how to 
classify organisms in Biology. They will be 
taking part in construction projects next 
term when their learning focus shifts to 
Forces and Simple Machines. Students 
can look forward to construction of 
catapults as they investigate this topic 

further.

Year 8
Students in Year 8 have been learning 
about different forms of energy and the 
Law of Conservation of Energy. In pairs 
they constructed a marble run to keep a 
marble in motion for at least 10 seconds. 
The constructions were made out of 
recycled craft materials. The students 
designed and constructed the marble 
run, while collaborating and cooperating 
with each other followed by a written 

assignment exploring the physics behind 
the marble runs. Students have enjoyed 
both the creative and the competitive 
nature of this task. 

We will be voting on which marble run 
has the most creative design and which 
one is the longest. The winning students 
will be awarded prizes of canteen 
vouchers.

Year 9
Our Year 9 students are studying electric 
circuits and have been busy constructing 
propeller driven electric cars. Students 
designed the car bodies deciding on 
size and type of propellers to give their 
vehicles optimal speed. Many students 
chose to use UYSC 3D printers to print 
their propellers. Students were asked 
to measure current and voltage of 
their simple circuits and learnt how to 
calculate resistance. We will be racing 
our electric cars next week.  

Year 10
Year 10 Science students worked in 
groups this term to design and build 

a cart to protect an egg from cracking 
during a collision. The goal was for 
students to apply their understanding 
of Newton’s Laws of Motion, and how 
these relate to car safety, when designing 
their cart, as well as working through the 
scientific inquiry process.

Students worked in groups to design and 
build their car using a recycled materials 
attached to 3D printed bases. They 
produced a range of design sketches and 
choose one to use before they started 
building. Throughout the building process 
they made notes detailing their work, 
evaluating their car, and explaining the 
changes they made to their designs. 
They completed trial runs and calculated 
the speed of their car travelling down 
a ramp at different angles. They then 
made modifications based on the results, 
before competing in a final test against 
other groups’ cars. Finally, they presented 
their findings as a scientific poster, 
outlining their construction process, 
evaluating their results, and suggesting 
improvements.

Olga Timoney  | Science Domain Leader 

Science News



Mid Year Music Concert
On behalf of the Music Department, I would like to thank everyone for attending the 
Mid Year Concert. These nights are an important opportunity for our students to 
showcase their hard work so far this year. It gives their practice purpose and pushes 

them to strive for their best. It's an opportunity for students to overcome fears and 
experience the highs of performing. It gives them the drive to pursue future performances 
and share their love of music with family and friends. Thank you to all the families for your 
continued support of the program. A special mention to the Junior Band on their first 
performance. 

Thank you to the music staff, Robert Conway, Travis Easton and Michael Arvanitakis for your 
constant hard work. Thank you to the staff who performed with the Junior Band and those 
staff who helped on the night. 

Kellie Woollard | Instrumental Music Coordinator



Tertiary Information Service 
“The TIS experience allowed me to get a broad understanding of Careers pathways.  I 
want to do teaching or nursing and I was able to talk to the different Unis about the 
courses they offered.  They were very helpful and easy to talk to.”

Jamie Brabazon Hooper Yr 12

“I initially thought I would go and hear about things I already knew.  But, it was a 
much more eye-opening experience.  It was great to talk to people from different 

Universities who really wanted to help me further understand tertiary education.”

Daniel Chambers Yr 12

Year 12 students had the opportunity to visit the Tertiary Information Service 
to discover how to apply for University and TAFE courses in 2020 and what 
skills they will need to be competitive in the job markets of the future. 

ATAR 

Information at the session included the different qualifications available from 
certificates and diplomas that do not require an ATAR through to Bachelor Degrees 
that do.  Important information that was stressed to the students was that although 
the ATAR is important in achieving entry into a course, it is also very important to meet 
the prerequisites and selection criteria.

It was stressed to the Year 12 students that if they do not achieve the ATAR that is 
required for the course, there is always pathways to get there.  This may mean starting 
in a Diploma course and then moving over to a Bachelor Degree.

SEAS
When putting in a VTAC application, SEAS applications are a very important part of 
this process if students are eligible.

SEAS- Special Entry Access Scheme allows students bonuses on their ATAR ranking.  
Categories include:

1. Distance

2. Financial

3. Medical

4. Special Circumstances

Categories 2-4 require evidence.  Students should see Mrs Shallcross if they require 
more information about SEAS or VTAC applications.

Tracey Shallcross | Careers

Important Facts
People are living and working longer

• It is more likely that a 15-year-
old today will potentially have 17 
different jobs over 5 careers in 
their lifetime

• Statistics show that tertiary 
qualifications increase the 
likelihood of employment.  80-
90% are employed with an extra 
qualification compared to 61% 
without.  It has been proven 
that employers prefer tertiary 
graduates.  49% of the Australian 
work force has a post compulsory 
qualification, compared to 42% 
without a qualification. 

• By 2025 it is predicted that 77% 
of the Australian workforce will 
have a tertiary qualification.

• Tertiary graduates are also more 
likely to make more money.

• The medium weekly income of a 
person with no tertiary studies is 
$784 per week, $1100 per week 
with 1 tertiary qualification and 
$1343 with 2 or more tertiary 
qualification.

Important Dates VTAC opens for applications 5th August and                                            
closes 30th September

SEAS applications close 11th OctoberATARS released 12th December1st round offers 15th JanuaryWhen VTAC opens on 5th August, students will have one on one appointments with Mrs Shallcross to help through the application process.

Yakult Excursion
The VCE Food Tech and Business Management classes went on an 
excursion to the only Yakult factory in Australia. We got an in-depth 

view on how Yakult is made from start to finish, as well as a taster 
session of some bottles. We got a chance to watch along with the production 
line and learn all about the company, it’s methods, it’s quality control features 
and the product they produce.  Each day 300,000 bottles are produced and 
across Australia 260,000 are sold.   

Sahana Girish | Humanities



VCE Badminton
On Friday, nine VCE students went to Kilsyth to compete in Badminton. We all 
got to play a few doubles and singles matches.

It was such a good day and certainly a bit of a laugh for us all. With a few 
tips from the one and only ‘Yo Yo” (Johannes) we ended up placing second in 

both the boys and girls competitions. I’d highly recommend it to all students and I’ll 

definitely be going back to compete again next year.

Madisen Holmes | Yr 11

Year 7/8 Girls Football
On Monday 20th May the Year 7 and 8 girls Football Team represented UYSC 
in the interschool sport competition. Playing against Healesville High School 

and Lilydale High School, the girls all had an amazing day having a kick in 
the rain. Porta Meredith was a stand-out player and an excellent leader on the 
day. Well done to the whole team for having a go and making the most out of 
the rainy  day.

Jessica White | Interschool Sports Coordinator

The Victorian Premiers’ Reading 
Challenge is now open for Years 7 to 10. 
Upper Yarra Secondary College is excited 
to be participating. 

• Set yourself a personal challenge to 
read 15 books or more by Friday 6th 
September 2019. 

• Win one of 12 canteen vouchers! 

• Interested? 

• See Ms Pennington in the Library to 
register. 

• Start reading!

Congratulations! 
Congratulations to Thomas 
Calkin Year 7, who has 
passed a Judo practical and 
knowledge test called a 
grading at the Hawthorn and 
Lilydale Judo Clubs. This is no 
easy task and requires a great 
deal of practice.  

The grade is awarded by the 
presentation of a coloured 
Judo belt. Junior Judo 
belts are in varying colours 
signifying age and expertise. 
Thomas has been awarded an 
Orange-Green-Black belt.

Well done!

Malcolm Slade  | Judo 
Victoria 



 

9/10 Soccer
On Tuesday the 28th, I went to help coach soccer for the 9/10s at Silcock 
Reserve. When we got there, everyone got ready and we went straight into 

the game. Every match had 15 minute halves compared to a real soccer match, 
which has 45 minute halves. On the first game, we played Lilydale. There were some 
amazing saves by our goalkeeper Ziggy Kneebone but the other team snuck 
in a goal in the first half. In the second half, we came back into the game with 
a goal from Sam Van Velp Fernand, but then the opposition got another goal 
and we lost 2-1.

The second match was another loss 2-1 with a goal by Liam Spicer. The third 
match we lost 3-0 with Yarra Hills scoring some great goals. All in all everyone played 
very well and I am very proud of how well we did. 

Jordynne Castleton Yr 10

Year 8 Netball
The day got off to a good 
start with a win against both 
Lilydale High School and 

Monbulk 2. That winning 
streak came to an end when we 

faced Monbulk 1, just after lunch. 

Due to our efforts we were able to 
finish second in our pool and it took 
us to a final to fight for Bronze facing 
Emerald Secondary College in our final 
game. It was goal for goal up to the 
end of the first half, but we lost only 
scoring a single goal. 

All the girls put in so much effort, 
finishing 4th out of 8 teams. We had 
some tears, but we managed to walk 
away with only 1 minor injury. The 
day overall was a great day and we 
definitely improved as the day went 
on.

Gary Wu | Mathematics

Year 9/10 Netball
The Year 9/10 teams represented UYSC on the 28th of May at Pinks Reserve, 
Kilsyth. Whilst we only managed one win on the day, it was brilliant to see 

the girls encouraging one another and playing in positions new to them. The 
girls began working exceptionally well as a team towards the end of the day and many 
improved on various skills. 

A special thanks to Tahlia Thompson of Year 10 who came along and helped 
coach one of the teams. 

Amanda Finn | English

JOHANNES                                                       
HIRTHE-DECKER

Chess 

Tournament

2019 

Champion


