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From the Principal's Desk
Almost Half-Way!
Our Year 12 students are almost half way through their final year of 
schooling, or so they think!  Encouraging all of our school community to be 

lifelong learners is essential and underpins our first and foremost goal at the College.  
To illustrate this point, all staff will be engaged in a Network Professional Learning 
Session this Wednesday, to continue to improve our teaching, and student learning.  
We are always striving to update our practice and be better as a school, in order to 
create more opportunities for our students.  

Welcoming Feedback
To this end, we are happy to receive feedback from our families and our community.  
Last week we held our first open invitation to have a cuppa with the principals which 
was a great opportunity for us  to receive feedback and offer families a tour of the 
school (something that many parents and carers miss out on after they have enrolled 
their child!). We plan to hold more of these informal chats across the year and 
encourage and members of our community to attend.

NAPLAN
This term appears to be particularly busy with Year 7 and 9 students just finishing 
NAPLAN, I would like to commend them on the mature manner in which they 
completed these tests.  Congratulations to all our students who gave it their best 
efforts. The results, although not available for some time, are used,in depth, at a 
school level to evaluate our teaching and learning.  We do look at individual student 
results, however we use the data on broader cohort levels to assess gaps in our 
teaching.  NAPLAN does not form any part of  individual student assessment and will 
occasionally be used to corroborate class achievement.

Looking Ahead 

Year 9s have been on camp and have Careers Interviews coming up. Our Year 
10 students are completing their OH&S units in preparation for upcoming Work 
Experience (one of my favourite times is after they return and realise how hard the 
‘real world’ is!).

Scott Tully | Principal

Key Dates
Tuesday 15th May to
Tuesday 24h May                   
NAPLAN Years 7 & 9

Wednesday May 22nd

Curriculum Day                                       
Students not required at school

Thursday 23rd May
VCE Drama Performance                                
UYSC Theatre 5.30 -6.30pm

Wednesday 29th May
Mid-Year Music Concert                                 
UYSC Theatre

Monday 3rd June to                           
Friday 7th June
Year 10 Exams

Monday 10th June                            
Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Tuesday 11th June to                    
Friday 14th June
Unit One Exams

Wednesday 12th June
GAT Units 3 & 4                                                
UYSC Library 10am

Monday 17thJune to 
Wednesday 19th June                        
Year 7 - 9 Exams

Monday 24th June to                      
Friday 28th June 
Year 9 City Experience 

Monday 24th June to 
Friday 28th June
Year 10 Work Experience

Friday 14th June
Presentation Ball

Friday 28th June                                                       
Last Day of Term Two

81- 89 Little Yarra Road, Yarra Junction                            
P (03) 5967 1877  F (03) 5967 2109
Absence Notification 
SMS  0477 391 484

24/7



S t u d e n t s  o f 
t h e  We e k          ...recognising            

      excellence.

Year 8

For excellent 
sportsmanship and 

effort at cross-
country and achieving 

excellent results:

ASHLEY RYAN

Year 9

For excellence in 
researching and 
understanding 
the importance 

of leadership role 
models:

RYAN GRIBBROCK

Year 10

For her overall 
excellent approach to 

school at UYSC:

CHANTELLE 
HERMANSEN

Year 11

For his  excellent 
performances on 

Open Night:

ALEXANDER HALL

For demonstrating 
the school values 

while representing 
the College: 

AIDAN 
TSOUMBAKOS

For demonstrating 
enthusiasm and 
a willingness to 

get involved in all 
activities at Camp:

 JACINTA TAIT
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World Immunology Day at GTAC
Ten senior science students attended GTAC (Gene Technology Access Centre) 
where they participated in a World Immunology Day special science program. 

 The equipment and expertise are not readily available in a school setting, so 
this was a wonderful opportunity for students to work with real scientists in a 

research- grade laboratory and hear from eminent immunologists about their 
current projects. 

Students investigated infectious and non-communicable diseases in mouse models, 
making observations by microscopy to gain insights into the role of immune cells in 
disease causation. 

A fascinating day!

Bronwen Foley | Science

Year 10 Forensic Science
Year 10 Forensic Science students attended GTAC (Gene Technology Access Centre) 
last term where they conducted practical activities relating to DNA Profiling and its 
use in cold case investigations. 

The equipment and expertise are not readily available in a school setting, so this was 
a wonderful opportunity for students to work with real scientists in a research grade 
laboratory.  

Students applied their knowledge to two of Australia’s most famous cases; the Azaria 
Chamberlain case and the Peter Falconio case. Well done class! 

Bronwen Foley  | Science



Primary School Athletics
Our Leadership elective students again helped to run this important event for the 
Yarra District Primary Schools. Our students are instrumental in the operation and 
coordination of the day. They are were outstanding. Well done to everyone!

Mitchell Gray | Health and PE

Marine Science Experience Report
Last term Camryn Partel Yr 10 and Jennifer Morris Yr 10 attended the 
Rotary Clubs of Upper Yarra and Wandin to report on the Rotary-funded 
Science Experience programs they participated in. Both Camryn and 
Jennifer were fortunate enough to attend the three-day Marine Science 
program at Queenscliff where they studied aquatic ecology, which required them to 
go snorkeling and interact with Marine Scientists and Fisheries Officers. A fantastic 
opportunity, with only six students in total attending a range of programs. 

Thank you to both Rotary Clubs for their ongoing support of Upper Yarra Secondary 
College Science students.

Bronwen Foley | Science

Linking Learning Dinner
On the 8th May, VET Hospitality 
catered for the Yarra Ranges 
Linking Learning Dinner. The 
challenge was to create a buffet 
that highlighted the wonderful 
array of produce from the Yarra 
Valley region. 

The aspiring chefs tackled the 
challenge with great gusto. Not 
only was the result truly mouth-
watering but it was a great 
opportunity for the students to 
work collaboratively with their 
peers from other local secondary 
schools.

VCE Drama Ensemble Performance Evening 2019
'' ...an ensemble performance that highlights the historical creation of virtual & 
simulated realities, both past, present and future, and the positive and negatives 
impacts on society these realities create.''

You are invited to attend the performance of our 2019 VCE students at their Drama 
Ensemble Evening, this Thursday 23rd May, 5:30 – 6:30pm Brain Way Theatre, Upper 
Yarra Secondary College.

Brett Jenkins | Drama



2019 FLIP Exhibition  "It's All About Me"
On Wednesday 15th May the Year 7 and Year 8 Flip  classes  held an exhibition to 
showcase students' self -portraits they created during their studies of different art 
movements. There were four different art movements covered during Term 1; Street 
Art, Expressionism, Realism and Dada. 

Congratulations!

Congratulations to 
Year 8 student Ashley 

Ryan who came 8th 

at Ccross Country . 
She goes through to 
compete at the next 

level.

Mid-Year Music Concert
Don't miss out!

Annual Mid-Year Music Concert!

Wednesday 29th May, 7pm

Brian Way Theatre,                              
Upper Yarra Secondary College

ALL WELCOME!

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Year 10 student Bridgette Buehl-Blair who was placed 3rd at the 
Tintern Grammar 2019 Interschools Horse Trials Championships. Well done!



Cross Country Winners!



 

Primary School ANZAC Day Service 
Seven of our Year 10 Leadership Elective students attended the Schools’ ANZAC Day 
service at the RSL on Thursday 9th May. Our students spoke about the role of animals 
during the First and Second World Wars and the price they paid. The also read the 
poem “In Flanders Field” by John McCrae. 

It was a fantastic event and our students spoke perfectly and represented the College 
with dignity and reverence.

Mitchell Gray  | Health & PE

Unit 1 Health & Human Development 
The Year 11 Unit 1 Health & Human Development class chose some recipes and 
analysed the health benefits of them as part of their assessment. They spent a double 
lesson preparing their dishes in groups of four. They worked hard to prepare a healthy 
two course meal and they were a huge success. 

The students had fun cooking and enjoyed eating their creations.

Tracey Leicester | Food Technology

CHEFS 
OF THE 
WEEK



 

Trees Adventure/1000 Steps
On the 2nd of May the from the Year 9 Outdoor 
Education students went to Trees Adventure in 
Belgrave and finished off with a walk up the 1000 
steps in Ferntree Gully. The day was packed full 
of adventure and the students enjoyed their time 
on the high ropes course, ranging from 2 metres 
to 25 metres off the ground. The students got 
the opportunity to zipline through the canopy of 
Belgrave overlooking the amazing forest below 
and choosing challenging obstacles to move 
themselves from tree to tree. 

We finished our day of adventure walking up the 
1000 steps, a very popular tourist destination 
which cuts through the Dandenong Ranges, 
highlighting the Australian bush land. Overall 
students learnt a range of skills and furthered 
their understanding of outdoor environments in 
Australia. 

Ben Blattman OES

Year 11 Outdoor and Environmental Studies
On the 14th of May the Year 11 Outdoor and Environmental Studies students took to the water for a canoe skills day at 
Aura Vale Lake. Students were excited to be out in the sunshine on the water to further their skills and understanding 

of canoeing. The day was enjoyed by learning new skills and setting the team up for their overnight adventure on the 
Goulbourn River in the coming months. 

The students practised turning and controlling skills and finished off with some capsizing activities. Everyone was enthusiastic 
and keen to be out in outdoors and students were able to focus on what they have learnt in class and relating it to this particular 
outdoor environment. Well done to the team and looking forward to our next learning adventure.

Ben Blattman | OES



Year 8s - Wheel Talk
On Wednesday the 8th of May Orfero from Disability Sport and Recreation came to Upper 
Yarra to present to our Year 8 students. He talked about how he ended up in a wheelchair and 
how much he has achieved in his life. Orfero is a gold medalist in Wheelchair Basketball. He 
represented Australia at the Paralympics. Orfero doesn't let his disability get in the way of his 
life. He has done a lot in his life and demonstrated resilience when dealing with life's problems. 
Once Orfero had finished his talk we were able to have a go at Wheelchair Basketball. This 
was a great deal of fun, but very challenging. It was much harder to keep moving the ball down 
the court when you're in a wheelchair.  



 

Year 11 Literature - Reflections On a New Learning Space
1. What did you liked/dislike about the learning space?

2. How did annotating the images assist you in furthering your understanding of the text?

3. What did you enjoy about this lesson? Do you have any suggestions for improvement?

Alyssa YEOMAN-HAND
 I liked the open floor plan and 
the quietness of the C rooms 

The annotations are so different 
which then helps you understand how 
people develop ideas. 

Katyayani SAGAR-GORDON
I liked having the large space 
to write our ideas, it feels less 
limiting compared to having to 

annotate everything in a single 
page.

It definitely helped me further my 
understanding of the text, by reading 
what other people think helped me 
develop my own thoughts further.

Isabelle SPENCER
The whiteboards are so 
functional for our work and the 

classroom is so big.

Annotating the pictures helped me get 
more out of the stories and get ideas 
that I might not have thought about 
previously. 

I enjoy the amount of work we get done 
in the class but in a relaxed environment 
so it doesn’t feel like we’ve overworked 
but still got heaps of ideas. I also 
enjoy that we examine each comment 
afterwards to get the most out of it. I 
also like our off topic discussions about 
Netflix shows !

Amanda HARRIS
I like that it has the whiteboards 
so we do collaborative tasks and 

physically see the ideas.

The task let’s us see other people’s ideas 
and work collaboratively 

There could be more erasers or we could 
put all three tables together to have 
more space a do one huge analysis?

Keita ROSTRON
I liked that I could erase what I 
had written and that there was a 
large space to write on.

The annotations helped me further my 
understanding of the illustrations and 
text as well as opened up more ideas of 
what stories could mean. I enjoyed this 
lesson as it was a new and effective way 
to share and explore ideas 

Amy UPTON-STOKES
I really like the learning space 
as it’s heaps bigger than our old 
room and much more open. The 

annotations are helpful because it 
points out what other people are seeing.

 Keely REINDERS
I liked the fact its quite open + 
spacey and is easily usable for 
different activities.

It helped give me a different, broader 
understanding of certain ideas and 
opinions, allowing me to understand 
other people’s ideas in the class.

Jana KRSLOVIC
I really like the whiteboards, 
they’re fun to work with and it’s 
really easy to write your ideas 

down as they come to you. The 
little couches in the room are cool and 
comfortable, and they give the space a 
more adult feel.

Annotating the texts helped me 
understand other people’s perspectives 
and gave me a deeper knowledge of what 
certain things mean. It also helped me 
gain an idea of what I could include in my 
own piece when it comes time for that.  :)

I enjoyed the freedom to move between 
the boards and the stories as you went 
along. There was no pressure to have all 
your ideas written down straight away 
because you could always go back, and 
also having the support from everyone 
else writing their ideas gave less pressure 
as well.

Alexander HALL
1 - I like the big whiteboards/
tables that allow us to write and 

easily erase, and also expand on 
what other people have written. The 

big space also helps not feeling cramped.

2 - Annotating the images helped me look 
at the text in a different perspective.

3 - I like the challenge of annotating a 
piece of text rather than an image. Also 
being able to walk around to different 
tasks.

Chess 
Tournament

2019
THE FINALISTS                                                          

ARE:
JOHANNES                                                       

HIRTHE-DECKER

 VS 

KATYAYANI                                                        
SAGAR-GORDON



Interschool Boys Netball
The Boys Netball competition was held at Pinks Reserve on Monday. UYSC was 
represented by four teams – two Junior School, one Middle School and one Senior 
School Team. 

The boys all played really well on the day, with umpires commenting on how well the 
boys represented the school. At the end of the day, the Senior team came fourth in the 
competition and the Intermediate Year 9/10 Team came third place overall. The Junior 
boys teams received fifth and sixth positions.

Mitchell Gray | Health And PE

Year 7 Girls Netball
Wednesday 8th May was Year 7 Interschool Sports Day and nineteen Year 7 girls 
enthusiastically attended the Interschool Netball Competition. 

Throughout the day, all of the girls demonstrated excellent sportsmanship, enthusiasm 
and teamwork. 

The A Team came quite close to victory in two out the three games that they played. 
The B Team had a very successful day winning all three of their pool games to make it 
to the championship game against Healesville. The girls played really well in the finals 
game, however, fell short of taking out the competition. They should be incredibly 
proud of taking out second place for their competition. 

Congratulations to all girls for their participation and encouragement of each other 
throughout the day.

The Victorian Premiers’ Reading 
Challenge is now open for Years 7 to 10. 
Upper Yarra Secondary College is excited 
to be participating. 

• Set yourself a personal challenge to 
read 15 books or more by Friday 6th 
September 2019. 

• Win one of 12 canteen vouchers! 

• Interested? 

• See Ms Pennington in the Library to 
register. 

• Start reading!

Year 8 Baseball
Year 8 baseball went out to 
the first stage of baseball to 
take on Emerald Secondary 

College. 

Many of the boys had not played 
baseball before, they were all very 
keen to give it a try. Many of the boys 
had not worn a baseball glove before. 

Throughout the match I was very 
impressed with the attitude from all 

the boys. Unfortunately we lost 
on the day. 

Best player: Rex Partel.

Jason Kilby | Maths



 

Year 7 Soccer
On Wednesday we went to Sillcocks Reserve to play soccer against other 
local schools. We did not get any time to set up or do drills, it was straight into 
action when we got there. 

The first match was good, with us losing 2-7. The scorers were Luke and James. 
By the second game we had some chance because of the previous game we had played. 
The scores were better than game one, but we still lost ( 0-4). After that we had a bye 
and we practiced penalties with Mr Ferris. That was good fun. 

Our last game we were versing the might Yarra Hills. Yarra Hills were undefeated and 
we had lost all of our games. In the end the scores were 0-10 with us losing by a lot!  

On our way back to school we stopped at Macca’s and every one had a great time. We 
picked up the footy and netball teams and went back to school. 

Thank you to Mr Ferris for coaching and taking us. 

Luke Timoney 7Y

Eastern Zone Intermediate Tennis
Nelson, Porta, Riley and Nic played really well. A massive thank you to Porta for 
playing above her age group.

AMBASSADORS                    
FOR GENDER EQUALITY        

& RESPECT

Share your voice on                                                                 

EQUALITY  
AND                  

RESPECT!
Our school is involved in the 

‘Ambassadors for Gender Equality 
& Respect’ project, a local project 

engaging students from Upper Yarra 
Secondary College, Cire Community 

School and Little Yarra Steiner 
School.

 Students involved in the program will 
participate in a series of workshops 

on:

GETTING GENDERIFIC -                            
What does gender equality and respect 

for women and men mean? Why is it 
important?

I’M AN ACTIVIST AND I KNOW IT- 
What does an ambassador look like? 

How can I be a change maker?

WE’VE GOT THIS-                                                     
How can I create change in my local 

community and the world?

Students involved will get the chance 
to create change in their own school 
by designing and leading their own 
gender equality change program.  

INTERESTED?
Pick up an Expression Of Interest 

form from the Main Office. 
Expressions of interest close               
Friday 24 th May at 9:00am.

or speak to Ms Stacey Rumbold or       
Mr Michael Schultz.


