UYSC

Newsletter |

Issue No 5
7th May 2019

|

81- 89 Little Yarra Road, Yarra Junction
P (03) 5967 1877 F (03) 5967 2109
24/7
Absence Notification
SMS 0477 391 484

www.uysc.vic.edu.au
uysc.vic.edu.au
www.uysc.vic.edu.au
From the Principal's Desk
ANZAC Day Ceremony
ANZAC Day is an important time to reflect on the sacrifices made by those before
us and in the present day to ensure the quality of life we enjoy today. It is also a
day on which I reflect on the outstanding young people in our community. I was extremely
proud of the Upper Yarra Secondary College students who attended the community
ceremony. Many students attended in uniform to march. Our band played beautifully and
they are to be congratulated for their seamless performance in front of such a large crowd.
Our College Captains represented themselves, their school and the entire community with
the highest standards reflecting the expectations of such an important day in our nation’s
history.

NAPLAN
NAPLAN assessments are fast approaching with Upper Yarra SC being chosen as one of the
first schools to move to completely on-line testing. NAPLAN forms an important check for us
as a College to ensure our teaching and learning is on track. We are committed to continuous
improvement and NAPLAN helps to corroborate our teaching, particularly of content in
Mathematics and skills in English. Some students become anxious regarding the testing,
please note we are able to withhold the results, which means although your child sits the
test, there is no need to become anxious about the result. Allowing your child participate in
NAPLAN gives us a larger sample size to corroborate our teaching program. Should you have
any concerns, please contact Ms Laura Molan (Curriculum Leader and NAPLAN Coordinator)
or myself.

Meet the Principals
We invite all members of the school community to visit the College on Wednesday May 15th
9:00am to meet the principals and have a cup of tea or coffee and chat about the College.
There will also be an opportunity to tour the College.

Open Evening
A big thank you to the families and students who attended our Open Night. Again, this
year it was extremely successful and I was very pleased with the number of students who
volunteered their time to meet new people and potential members of our school community.
The willingness of our students to give back to the College is yet another indicator of their
close connection with the College and the strong community feel and high expectations we
hold within the College. Our Senior Captains are becoming quite used to public speaking in
large forums; however, this was the first opportunity for our Year 7 Captains to speak in front
of a large audience, to which they performed admirably.

Scott Tully | Principal

Key Dates
Monday 6th May to
Friday 10 th May

Yr 9 Rubicon Residential Camp

Wednesday 15th May

FLIP Exhibition Year 7 & 8
UYSC Art Gallery 4pm

Tuesday 15th May to
Tuesday 24h May
NAPLAN Year 7 & 9

Wednesday May 22nd

Curriculum Day
Students not required at school

Wednesday 29th May
Annual Music Concert
UYSC Theatre

Monday 3rd June to
Friday 7th June
Year 10 Exams

Monday 10 th June

Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday

Tuesday 11th June to
Friday 14th June
Unit One Exams

Wednesday 12th June
GAT Units 3 & 4
UYSC Library 10am

Monday 17thJune to
Wednesday 19th June
Year 7 - 9 Exams

Monday 24th June to
Friday 28th June
Year 9 City Experience

Monday 24th June to
Friday 28th June

Year 10 Work Experience

Friday 14th June
Presentation Ball

Friday 28th June

Last Day of Term Two

Students of
t h e We e k
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...recognising
excellence.
		

For participation,
performance
and outstanding
results in her
Drama Ensemble
Assessment:
JESSICA BENNETT

Year 7

For consistently
working hard
in her Music class:
ROXANNE
VAN-VELP
FERNAND

Year 8

For the respect
shown to
fellow students and
staff alike:
CARLA CADLE

Year 9
For being an
excellent helper and
role model to the
Year 7 students on
their camp:
KATE JENKINS

Year 10
For his excellent
participation at the
UYSC Athletics
Carnival:
KAI HATCH

Year 11
For her excellent
leadership and
participation at
the UYSC Athletics
Carnival:
TARA MATAELE

Year 12

Yarra Junction Commemoration Service 2019
''Today is the 104th anniversary of the landing at Gallipoli. It is important for our
generation to continue to try to understand the experiences of those who served
in Australian uniform in the First World War as we have not felt the devastating
effects of a world war in our lifetimes. We must remember and give thanks to the
selflessness of all those who have been prepared to lay down their lives to secure the
freedom that we feel in this country everyday. We must pass on the stories of bravery and
carry on the legacy of the war heroes who are no longer with us and continue to recognise
the service of all Australians who serve our nation in times of war, from World War 1 to those
currently serving in our armed forces.
Whether you are a descendent of a first Australian, an early settler, a migrant or a recent
arrival, ANZAC day is a day for all Australians. On this day we recognise and reflect on the
compelling qualities of past generations of Australians who in hardship displayed courage,
commitment, endurance and mateship. Today is not a day for honouring war, for war is not
something to be honoured. It is however, a time to commemorate the people of Australia who
fought to protect our country and maintain peace."
Monique Lee | College Captain 2019
''On this day, the 25th of April, we mark the day that Australian soldiers, joined by
New Zealanders, first served in uniform under their own command. Throughout
World War 1 over 400,000 Australian soldiers and nurses would serve in uniform
in Australia and abroad in Europe and the Middle East throughout the War. Over
60,000 soldiers lost their lives in numerous battles across the world. From the
sea cliffs and gullies of Gallipoli, to the dank, muddy and barren wasteland of the shelled
Western Front at Passchendaele, Pozieres, Ypres, Fromelles and Villers-Bretonneux, to the
dusty desert of Beersheba.
We pay respects and promise remembrance to those men and women who fought, gave
their lives, and supported their country during a time that tested all. We gather here to
acknowledge and to learn of the suffering of men who came home from a war of atrocities

and violence, and we also remember the sacrifice of the families who awaited a son, a
husband, a brother, a father who would never return. We also acknowledge the suffering
of the women who served and those who remained at home. They often faced the horrors
of war first hand in the role of the thousands of nurses who treated the soldiers, or were
the mother, wife, sister, daughter of those who returned traumatised or unable to truly
understand the horrors of war. We pay our deepest respects to those who paid the ultimate
price in the hopes of a better future, and to those mourning someone who did. This day lays
true as a reminder of those sacrifices, great and small. It is a great responsibility that was
held upon the shoulders of soldiers, nurses, workers and families alike, and one that cannot
be taken lightly, lest we break the promise made a long time ago to never take for granted
those who granted what we have today.''
Aidan Tsoumbakos| Vice Captain  2019
''The Soul of Australia, a poem written in 1916, by Australian poet John Henry
Abbott is one of many that sum up the sacrifice and bravery of the Anzac soldiers.
It was first recited in Brisbane on the first anniversary of the Gallipoli landings. It
evokes a sense of Australian pride and remembrance as well as helping explain why
Australians crossed over land and sea to serve. Since then, hundreds of thousands of
Australians from different ethnic backgrounds and religions have shown similar courage,
sacrifice and dedication."
In the light of dawn, the break of day,
Through the waters chill they fought
their way;
Like their sires of old, to the
Motherland
They came over the sea, and they
sprang to the strand;
And the blood of the Angles, the Scot,
and the Celt
Grew hot in their veins as the war fire
''they felt.

In the light of noon, in the bright
sunlight,
They fought up the cliffs from height
to height;
And the sun shone down on that
scene of strife
Where the ‘Soul of Australia’ came
to life,
As the blood of Australians was shed
on the sod,
For Australia, for Britain, Humanity,
God.

Shall Australia mourn for the sons
she has lostShould Australians weep? Nay! Great
though the cost,
Joy mingles with grief, and pride
mingles with pain,
For our boys died like heroes, and
died not in vain.
And the ‘Soul of Australia’, new-born
on that day
When her sons died at ANZAC, shall
never decay.

Grace Bray | College Captain 2019

ANZAC Biscuits
Ingredients
120 gms butter
1 tbsp golden syrup
1 tsp bicarb soda
2 tbsp boiling water
1 cup rolled oats
¾ cup coconut
1 cup plain flour

"Whilst our primary focus on Anzac Day should always be the commemoration
of the original Anzacs and their landing at Gallipoli 104 years ago. We also
acknowledge the other significant anniversaries of Australian servicemen and
women. Just over 20 years after the end of First World War, another generation of
Australians answered the call to serve during the Second World War. Yet again, the
courage and mateship of Australian soldiers was clear, whether it was serving in the deserts
of North Africa or the jungles of Asia-Pacific. These servicemen and women were examples
of those who have upheld the spirit of the Australian military which continued in Korea,
Malaysia, Vietnam, East Timor, Iraq and Afghanistan and the various peacekeeping missions
that Australians have been involved in since the end of World War 2.
Our Australian men and women continue to fight to defend the safety of our country, as well
as to provide peace and assistance in countries that are at war and for that we say thank
you. ANZAC day is a time to recognise efforts and the sacrifices that many soldiers made and
continue to make to this day, we honour and remember them."
Jamiee Brabazon-Hooper | Vice - Captain 2019

1 cup caster sugar
Method
Preheat oven to 160˚C and
line 2 baking trays with
baking paper.
Place butter and golden
syrup in a small saucepan
and melt over a low heat.
In a measuring jug mix the
bicarb with the boiling water,
and then add to the butter
and golden syrup.
Mix the oats, coconut, flour
and sugar in a large bowl.
Add the butter mixture and
mix well with a wooden
spoon.
Place teaspoons of mixture
onto the baking tray allowing
room for them to spread.
Bake for 18 – 20 minutes
until golden brown.

“We won Chef of the
Week for our ANZAC
biscuits. They were fun
and easy to make and
tasted delicious.”
Aspen O’Neill &
Rex Partel

“In Food Studies we made
ANZAC biscuits. We learnt
that we needed to mix most
ingredients quickly so they
don’t destroy the recipe.
We enjoy and love ANZAC
biscuits because are the best
in the world.”
Hudson Semple &
Charlie Lee

“We made ANZAC biscuits
last week in Food Studies.
We enjoyed making them
and figuring out how to
work the stove and using
the oven. We overall really
enjoyed cooking and eating
them.”
Keira Holland &
Bailee Long

Leave to cool on the baking
tray for 5 minutes, then
carefully lift onto a cooling
rack.
When cool store in an
airtight container.

Year 7 Phillip Island Camp 2019
Upper Yarra Secondary College Year 7 camp was in my opinion, the best three
days of Term One.
Day One was the long trip to Phillip Island which was kind of fun at the same
time as I spent time with my friends and ate so many lollies! When we arrived
we gathered in the hall next to the dining room and we sorted out cabins.
Everyone was overly excited for their first activities.
On the first day each one of the six groups had two activities that consisted of
canoeing, raft making, rock climbing, initiative course, twin flying fox, archery and
some people did surfing. Everyone had so much fun. Then there was dinner and duty
group, luckily I was not rostered that day. Dinner was amazing for me because I am a
vegetarian I got pasta with a vegetarian sauce.
Day two, breakfast was a choice of toast, cereal, juice and bake beans. Once again
everyone had their activities with their groups, my group had rock climbing and twin
flying fox. Then we gathered for morning tea and then we had our second activity. Not
long after that we were told there was a disco that night and we had an amazing time
singing, dancing and doing karaoke.
Day three, No...we have to leave but before that again everyone had their final
activities and then we got onto the buses and we headed home. On the way we
stopped at The Nobbies to walk the boardwalk to see Seal Rock and all the penguin
boxes.
Eventually after a long trip home we arrived at school where I was awaited by a friend
to be picked up and taken home.

Thank you!
A big thank you to all the
students (past and present)
involved in the Anzac Day
service.
Thank you to those students
who performed at the Open
Night. It was a great opportunity to
showcase what we have been working
on. Also to Alexander Hall and Sophie
Gray for entertaining the visitors to
our school.

New Instrument Lessons Bass and Guitar
Jack Patterson
Individual $25 1/2 hr
Group $20 ea 2 students 1/2 hr
0498 010 329
jackopatto22@gmail.com
If you are interested in any
information regarding these or
any instrumental lessons at the
College and the cost involved,
please contact Kellie Woollard
or Robert Conway 59671877 or
woollard.kellie.k@edumail.vic.gov.au

UYSC Junior Band
The Year 7 instrumental students are
well underway with their lessons and
have begun band practice together
every Monday with Mr Robert
Conway.
Ms Kellie Woollard | Instrumental
Music Coordinator

Camp was amazing, in fact the best one I have ever been on! UYSC sure knows how to
organise a terrific camp.
Ameilia Kuth 7 Red

Year 7 Breakfast Club
The Year 7 Captains gathered results from a breakfast survey they conducted with Year 7 students which showed that
many students don’t have breakfast before school.
Ms Molan came up with the suggestion to start a Breakfast Club. The Breakfast Club has been really popular, offering all
Year 7s free breakfast every Tuesday and Thursday morning starting from 8:20 to 8:50am.
There is a wide variety of breakfast to choose from such as cereal, toast, toasties or even just a piece of fruit. Everyone so far has
really enjoyed this opportunity to have breakfast at school with their friends. It is a great time for all the students to talk to one
another about what they did after school the day before without having to do it during class. We would like to thank Ms Molan for
taking on board this idea and we are hoping to continue the Breakfast Club as it is very enjoyable.
Riley Woolf 7 Red

Top Arts 2019
VCE Art students visited Top Arts last term. Top Arts 2019 presents diverse
and accomplished works of art from students who have completed Art or
Studio Arts as part of the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE). Hosted at The Ian Potter Centre: NGV Australia, the
exhibition showcases young artists’ exploration of some of the greatest concerns of contemporary times, and their creative
celebration of humanity and the world. Students from throughout metropolitan and regional Victoria included in Top Arts
2018 explored topics including gender identity, community, consumerism and the immersive experience of sporting arenas.Top
Arts also provides an opportunity to view selected developmental materials that give insights into students’ ideas and working
practices and provide inspiration for audiences of all ages.
https://www.ngv.vic.gov.au/exhibition/top-arts-2019/
Stacey Rumbold | Art

Why We Don’t Want
Phones In Classrooms!
Unit One Literature
In Year 11 Literature we are looking at the ideas and
concerns within texts and the ways in which these are
conveyed to the reader.
In this lesson, we used the whiteboard tables in
C7 to annotate illustrations from Shaun Tan’s, ‘Tales
from Outer Suburbia’. In groups, the students discussed
and wrote down their ideas about the images. They then
coded them with +agree, -disagree *didn’t consider this.
They then discussed why they thought as a group, certain
ideas were common and agreed to, whilst others were
uncommon or more likely to be disagreed with.
Denise Muir | English

What Did You Like About the Athletics Carnival This Year?
''The whole school comes together
as one and we get to celebrate
the different events as a school
community. I also like to hang out
with the younger students, which is
something I don’t get to do often.''
Ashlee Shotter Yr 11
''I love the fitness part of the day,
being with friends and being a
participant for Donna House.''
Isabelle Nightingale Yr 11
''I like seeing students excel with
their hidden talents.''
Mr Rodney Fay | Science/Maths

''It is all fun, all the events are good.
I did the High Jump and Triple
Jump.''
Brayden Cope Yr 9
''We love the team work, running
together and getting points for
our House.''
Alyssa Yeoman-Hand &
Sydney Broxam-Dixon Yr 11
''I love Athletics Day because it's
time to have fun.
I participated in Shot Put and
Discus.
Carter Morrissey Yr 7

In March, a Year 9
class participated in
an experiment. On this
particular day, there were
16 students in a class that
normally had 25 students. They
were all asked to take phones into
their class and turn them on. When
a message, notification, email, phone
call or text came through on their
phones, students put a tally on the
poster. (They were not allowed to
answer the messages or take the
phone call – just record them.)
The results can be seen in the above
photo.
The students were very disrupted
by the constant interruptions and
commented that they found it very
hard to concentrate on their work.
We don’t want phones in classrooms
at UYSC!
We want to teach, and give our
students the best opportunity to
learn.
Kim Knowles | Year 9 Leader

Athletics Carnival 2019
On Monday 29th April the College held its annual Athletics Carnival at Morrison's
Reserve in Mount Evelyn. Despite the wet and chilly weather conditions the day turned
out to be a great success with students getting into the spirit of competition and being
supportive of each other. Records were broken, toasted sandwiches were eaten and the Drone
students photographed from the air. All four houses competed for the title of overall winner,
with Acheron on top with 2,932pts, ahead of Yarra in 2nd place with 2,680pts and Donna only
2pts behind in 3rd place with 2,678pts and finally, Yuonga in 4th place with 2268pts.
Jessica White | Sports Coordinator

VET Sport and Rec
Officiating Course
On the 27th of March the VET Sport
and Rec, students went down to
Morrison Reserve to complete an
Athletics Officiating Course organised
through Athletics Victoria. The
students were to be officials for the
upcoming Athletics Carnival for Upper
Yarra Secondary College running on
the second week Term 2. This course
allowed them to receive certificates
of completion for basic athletic
officiating.
As a part of VET Sport and Rec,
students are required to complete a
range of units, which cover a broad
range of jobs within the sport and
recreation field. On completion of
this, course students will receive a
Certificate III in VET Sport and Rec
and will be able to take this on in their
further study.
During the Athletics Officiating
Course, the students learnt a range of
activities to official; they were all keen
to learn outside the classroom and are
eager to use some of their new learnt
skills in the Carnival.
Ben Blattman | Outdoor Education

Cathedral Ranges
Our Outdoor Ed class went on a camp at the Cathedral Ranges to hike for 3
days on the last week of Term 1. The first day was a killer as we walked on
a steep rocky hill for most of the day, as well as getting used to the hiking
packs. We were all very relieved once we got to camp. We also got to watch
the sunset on the first night which was a great way to end a day of hard work and
take in the view.
But the second day was by far the best. We walked along the ridge line of the
mountain and got amazing views of the valley on both sides, which definitely made the
first day worth it. Cooking in the Trangias was cool, except for the fact that I can’t cook
well at all and Mr Blattman made us clean them 50 times after we used them.
Camp was a really good experience and brought us all closer together, looking forward
to more activities this term.
Amy Morris Yr 9

Year 11 Outdoor Education Phillip Island Surfing
On Tuesday 26th of March, Mr Blattman and Mr Gardener took us out to
Phillip Island to surf. Our Outdoor Ed class enjoyed experiencing and learning
new skills from our instructor Mr Blattman.
I personally enjoyed the whole experience but I am sure the rest of the class enjoyed
the day as well. Our experience taught us to surf but also the dangers of the activity
such as rips, rocks and signals to follow in case of danger. We hope to return to Phillip
Island soon to continue the great experiences of the outdoors.
Kai Hatch | Yr 11

Duke Of Edinburgh - Cradle Mountain Tasmania
On the 19th of March to the 22nd of March, Ms Sloan and Mr Blattman took 14 students on a Duke of Ed trip to Cradle
Mountain in Tasmania. We did some really cool things while in Tasmania, some of those included: Rafting on the King
River, visiting Devils at Cradle and of course Cradle Mountain itself.
Rafting on the King River was an extraordinary experience that was both challenging and enjoyable. We were split
into 3 boats and everyone learnt how to navigate as a team and to make the boat go forward and backwards. Each student also
got a chance at steering the boat which was really cool.
Hiking Cradle Mountain was a challenge for all of us including teachers, the path to hike was at times very steep and rocky but
everyone persisted and unfortunately we weren’t able to summit but we were still very proud of how far we got.
Devils at Cradle was a really cool place as well, it was amazing to see the work that the team at Devils at Cradle have been
doing, in an effort to help save the Tasmanian Devil so that future generations can see these amazing marsupials that only
inhabit Tasmania.
All in all it was a very cool trip and I feel very lucky to have gotten the chance to go on it. Thank you to Ms Sloan and Mr
Blattman for taking us on this trip because it was a really fun trip.
Josh Pitts Yr 11

Walk for Autism
Day
On the 4th of April
Alanah Verkes and
I ran a Walk For
Autism Day. It
involved the
whole school
dressing up in neon
colours and bringing in a
small gold coin donation!
Throughout the day we ran
a walkathon where the year
levels did laps of a walking
track we created. Whilst
having people walking
around we sold muffins,
zooper doopers, cookies
and fruit kebabs to raise
extra money for Autism
Awareness.
Overall we made $693.65
that went straight towards
Autism Awareness and
research. We would like
to thank everyone who
made the day run smoothly,
and to all the students
and teachers that came
to school dressed up
and participated in our
Walkathon. The day was a
big success!
Hayley Piggott &
Alanah Verkes Yr 10

The Department of Education
has engaged the Career
Education Association of
Victoria, which will be working with
Career Analysts Pty Ltd, to deliver the
professional career planning service
for all Year 9 students in Victorian
government schools.
Following the assessment, both
students and their parents will
be encouraged to consider the
information and answer some
questions in preparation for a 1:1
career counselling session. This will
be conducted by a qualified, external
career practitioner, and will be carried
out during school hours and on school
premises. The discussions will include
short-term specific subject choices as
well as training, higher education and
employment pathways and options.
The outcome of this process will
be to improve the quality and
understanding of pathways for Year
9 students. For further information
contact Ms Tracey Shallcross or
Tracey Smedley in the Careers Office
on 5967 1877.

Interschool Sports - Tennis
On Friday the 22nd of March nine Year 7 students went to play tennis in Lilydale.
We played against three schools; Lilydale High, Lilydale Heights and Yarra
Hills.
We each had a number from 1 to 4 and so did all the other schools. If you
were number 1 you would verse number 1 from the other school. After we
versed all of the schools, the results came through. The boys lost every
game sadly, however, the girls had won all of their games and came first. They made it
through to regionals!
On our way back to school we listened to music. The day was a heap of fun and
everyone enjoyed it.
Angus Leeves & Haidyn Gibbs

Yarra Valley Driver Training
Servicing the Yarra Valley

Year 8 STEAM

https://yarravalleydrivertraining.
com.au/

On Thursday the 4 of April, Ms McGillicuddy and I took the two Year 8
STEAM classes to the Yarra Ranges Tech School at Lilydale Lakeside Campus
to look at 3D Modelling and Virtual Reality. Across the day, the students were
tasked with designing some insect-like robots using 3D Modelling software.
th

The students had to think about the specific task the robot needed to complete, and
the environment it would be working in. They were then able to view and play with
the robots using the VR headsets. At the end of the day, students worked in groups to
present and ’sell’ their robot to the class, before getting some free time to look at some
different VR programs and games.
It was a great day overall and the students really enjoyed learning about and using new
technologies."
Ms Claire Baillie | STEAM

They’re under 18, so they can’t gamble, right?
Up to 80 per cent of 13 to17-year-olds gambled this year, according to recent
Australian research. This includes gambling with friends, playing lottery
tickets, raffles and sweeps. Despite age checks in venues and online, teens are
also gambling on the pokies, racing and sports.
For many young people, it isn't about the money – it's about fun, excitement and social
acceptance. And because they are often targeted by gambling advertising, betting can
seem like a normal activity to them.
Further to this, teenagers are reportedly five times more likely than adults to
experience harm from gambling. Because gambling can become an issue for teens, we
suggest talking to them sooner rather than later about the risks involved, the limited
chances of winning and what might be influencing their attitude towards gambling.
What if a teenager you know has already run into difficulty? It can be tricky to tell if a
young person has a betting issue as many of the signs look like regular teen behaviour.
Some signs to look out for include:

The Victorian Premiers’ Reading
Challenge is now open for Years 7 to 10.
Upper Yarra Secondary College is excited
to be participating.

•

Obsessing over apps and games that have gambling features

•

•

Borrowing or taking money from family and friends

Set yourself a personal challenge to
read 15 books or more by Friday 6th
September 2019.

•

Obsessing about odds when watching sport instead of focusing on the game

•

Win one of 12 canteen vouchers!

Experiencing depression or severe mood swings, or withdrawing from friends and
family.

•

Interested?

•

See Ms Pennington in the Library to
register.

•

Start reading!

•

If you notice these signs in your teen, you could call the Gambler’s Help Youthline for
advice and support. Phone 1800 262 376 or visit gamblershelp.com.au/youth
Courtney Croxford | Adolescent Health Nurse

