
THANK YOU 
Thank you to all those families 
whose generous Voluntary 
Contributions to the UYSC  Library 
have made it possible to buy over 
100 books!

Key Dates 

Tuesday September 4th                                         
Footy Colours Day                                                    
Gold Coin Donation

Wednesday September 5th                                                
Health and PE Day Walkathon

Thursday September 13th                           
Year 10 Formal 6.30pm - 10.30pm

Friday 21st September                                      
Last Day Term Three 2.30pm Finish

Monday October 8th                                         
First Day Term Four

Wednesday 24th October
Year 12 Celebration Day

Wednesday October 31st to 
Wednesday November 21st 
VCAA Exams

Tuesday 6th November 
Melbourne Cup Day

Tuesday November 20th

Year 12 Valedictory Dinner                
7pm - 11pm Cathie’s Lane

Tuesday 11th December
Grade 6 Orientation Day 

Tuesday 18th December
Evening of Excellence              

Friday 21st December                         
Last  Day  Term Four 12pm Finish 

From the Assistant Principal's Desk
Our Principal Mr Scott Tully is on Long Service Leave and taking a well-
deserved holiday with his family.

Should you wish to speak about anything in Scott’s absence please don’t 
hesitate to contact myself or Ms Meredith Nursey.

NAPLAN 2018
NAPLAN results for 2018 have been released to schools in the past week and we 
will be posting home individual student results to families this week.  Whilst there is 
often much opinion regarding the merit of NAPLAN, rightly or wrongly schools are 
judged on these results.  We have been working very hard on improving teaching and 
learning across the whole school and to that end, this year’s excellent NAPLAN data is 
reflective of the positive direction in which we are heading.

2019 Subject Selections
Planning for 2019 is well underway with students in Years 8 -11 having chosen their 
subjects or courses for next year.  To assist with this process, we ran a “Taster Day” for 
Year 9  and 10 students to help them select their VCE and VET subjects. This provided 
students with a chance to try several subjects before making their selections.  As 
always, we are looking to improve our processes and have this year implemented new  
computer software to assist us with developing the timetable to ensure we have as 
many students as possible studying their preferred subjects.

VCE Students
As we get near the ‘pointy end’ of the year for our Year 12s and students studying 
Units 3 & 4 subjects, it is important that consistent and effective study habits are 
in place.  To help students develop these we have had Elevate Education visit in the 
last few weeks and there are upcoming Masterclasses and practice exams to provide 
further revision before their final assessments.

A reminder that this term finishes at 2:30pm on Friday September 21st. On behalf 
of the school community, we wish you a very safe and enjoyable term break and look 
forward to seeing you all refreshed on the 8th of October.

Michael Schultz | Assistant Principal
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S t u d e n t s  o f 
t h e  We e k          ...recognising            

      excellence.

Year 8

For                     
demonstrating 

excellence                            
in all  his classes: 

ANGUS KILLEEN

Year 9

Year 10

For 
 representing our 
school values in 

a positive and 
responsible manner:

RILEY                    
FABB-SPOKES

Year 11

Year 7

Year 8

Year 12

For
 excellent story 
writing in FLIP:

EBONY           
TURNER- MYERS

Year 7
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For excellence in 
her approach to her 

classwork and learning:

JORDYNNE 
CASTLETON

Go Girl - Go for IT
Deakin University was a buzz with 2000 excited young girls from all over Victoria 
to enjoy the “Go Girl-Go for IT” day on Thursday 16th August.  We were inspired, 
motivated and encouraged to consider careers, which may take us around the world 
like Software Systems Analyst, API Designer, Business Analysts, Programmer just to 
name a few.  

We listened to exciting speakers who were Coders, CEOs of their own Coding 
businesses and “running their own race”.  They stepped out of their comfort zones and 
had determined attitudes that got them where they are today - the top of their game!

We were then invited to a Careers Expo where we could meet a myriad of experts 
in their IT field that, combined with gifts from each stall (mainly sugar!) ensured we 
were well informed of our future options.  Thanks to Ms Molan for organising such a 
fabulous event.

Tracey Smedley | Careers

"Great to meet new people with new ideas for our future."                                                     
Lara Bennett Yr 9

"Our futures aren’t just about whether we are male or female and which 
jobs we should go for."  Ivy McMartin Yr 8

"I enjoyed learning about all the technology and enjoyed getting the free 
gifts." Nerina Radocaj Yr 7

"I got new sunglasses. I had to do coding to get them."                            
Jordynne Castleton Yr 9

''To get Extra Ordinary results you need to  
 do the Extra, otherwise it's just Ordinary.'' 

For displaying 
responsibility and 

organising a drought 
relief fundraiser 

for our Australian 
Farmers:

LIVINIA MACE

For excellence in 
preparing for Personal 

Development Skills 
Coffee and Cake 

Project:

GYPSY BREWINGTON 
& ALYSSA PARKINS



 

Health and PE News 
Caving

"On Friday the 24th of August Christine, Chantelle, Liam, Max, Danielle, Jaspa, 
Brodie, Ms White, Mr. Blattman and myself went caving at Britannia Creek caves 
for Outdoor Education. We did 3 loops in, getting harder each time we went down 

through the caves. Although the caves were wet and muddy it was still a fun day. 
Thank you to Ms White for joining us in the caves."

Matthew  Gabbitas Yr 9

Rock Climbing
On Friday the 17th  the Outdoor Education group went on their first trip of the year 
to experience some rock climbing at Nunawading Hard Rock. The students were 
skeptical  about how high the walls were until they walked into the centre and saw 
the over 20m walls. The group started with some introductions and training on 
belaying and then they went straight out to climb with their pairs. The students were 
very enthusiastic and soon learnt how to find graded climbs to challenge themselves. 
Overall we had a great day out. A massive well done to all the students. 

Ben Blattman  | Outdoor Education Coordinator   

SIPS (School Improvement 
Partnerships)
Students leaders from Upper Yarra 
met with students leaders from 
Auburn High School to discuss and 
share ideas on student voice and 
student agency. 

The day began with each group 
presenting the structures of their 
student leadership team and the 
various accomplishments that had 
been achieved through student-led 
initiatives. Students were broken up 
into year levels and each focussed 
on analysing trends in the student 
opinion survey data across both 
schools. 

They recognised similar patterns 
and developed strategies to address 
problem areas which they presented 
back to the group at the end of the 
day. 

It was a spectacular example of 
what student voice can achieve, and 
students returned to Upper Yarra 
with bold and brilliant ideas to enact 
positive change for our school. 

Kel White | SRC Coordinator



Science News
Science Week 11th -19th  August - Game Changers and Change Makers

This year's theme encouraged students to embrace new technologies. Two activity 
days were organised, Tuesday Girls and Thursday Boys. Students were exposed to 

Edison and Evo robots, programmed via noise or physical commands; (FPV - First 
Person View) glasses when flying Drones enabling students to see the drone-view, 
some felt sick! 3D pens - dragons, key rings and glasses were created. Students 
were challenged to build the tallest Marshmallow tower using toothpicks and 
marshmallows. Over 120 students attended the events over two days. Students were 

asked “How will ever changing technology shape your future?" 

STEAMers and STEAMettes
Mr Cook and Ms Mayne are running a lunchtime club to encourage students to engage 
in new technologies. The STEAMers (Boys) attend Monday and the STEAMettes 
(girls) attend Tuesday. So far they have been using Little-Bits, programming Evo-
Ozbots / Edisons robots and drawing with 3D pens.

Forensic Science

Students are studying contact traces, specifically fibres and hairs. This requires 
collection, preparation and microscopic analysis of samples which are sketched, 

photographed and referenced. Students apply their knowledge and data collected to 
crime-solving using fibre and hair evidence. Students have enjoyed the practical work 
and researching past famous cases in which convictions were based on hair and fibre 
evidence.

S.T.E.A.M Day
On Friday the 24th a group of ten students went to Lilydale High School as part of a 
collaborative STEAM experience. Upper Yarra students shared their knowledge and 
skills of drones with various year levels at Lilydale High School. Each student got to 
control and fly the drone around the oval. Then Lilydale students shared their skills 
with Upper Yarra students, showing in-flight simulators with VR headsets, Tilt Brush 
art-making and  a Drum game called Beat Saber. The enjoyment the students got 
out of the experience was amazing. This showed the importance STEAM plays in the 
expanding technological environment of today. 

Marcus Cook | Science STEAM



Leadership Elective
We have two leadership classes running at Years 9 and 10. Students are given the 
opportunity to decide what they wish to learn and how they should be assessed. It is 
proving to be very empowering for the students. 

Both classes will be choosing a cause to partner with this term. The Year 9s will choose 
a community group while Year 10s will have a national or global focus. Already we are 
seeing students grasp hold of the idea of directing the subject and as a result we have 
had excellent "buy in" and engagement.

Mitchell Gray | Year 10 Leader,  Health and PE

Drawing Year 9
Each Wednesday morning Year 9 art students set up and prepare for an hour of 
fun and intensive drawing exercises to expand their ability in art-making. In these  
photos the students demonstrate their ability to get an entire object onto paper in 
under 2 minutes. This allows them to experiment with line and shape and helps them 
to not over-think their artwork, but instead to be loose and free in their art-making. 
Casey Mayne | Art

CHEFS 
OF THE 
WEEK



It Could Be Someone You Know 

"You cannot tell by looking at someone if they have Hep C. They may not have any visible 
symptoms or they may not even know that they have it. Your friend could have it, your 
mum could have it, your teacher, your aunty or your doctor could have it. Hep C doesn't 
discriminate and can affect anyone."

Most Outstanding Photograph 
Claire McDonald-Brown, Ethan Leeds and Kasey Armstrong

We Are All In This 
Together   
Isabelle Spencer Yr 10

'People with Hep C 
shouldn't feel like they 
are alone. 

There is support available 
from places like Hepatitis 
Victoria and now there 
is even a treatment 
available. 

The treatment has a 
success rate of 95%.'

Look After Yourself               
Harrison Green Yr 10

'We need to stop the spread of 
Hepatitis through the sharing of 
needles. 

People need to look after 
themselves at all times when 
using needles. 

They must wash their hand before 
and after injecting. They need to 
take care when injecting in groups 
or when being injected by others. 

You should never recap or 
reuse needles and they must be 
disposed of properly. 

Look after yourself.'

Decision Time                                                  
Alexandra Stubna Yr 10

'If you are thinking about getting ink, you 
need to consider who does it and where you 
get it done. 

Hepatitis C is spread through blood to blood 
contact and reusing tattoo equipment is the 
perfect way to share blood. 

Even if you know someone with tattoo 
equipment, you are better off going to a 
licensed tattoo parlour because they always 
use clean needles.' 

The Power Of The Vaccine  
Dayne Leeds  Yr 9

'You can get vaccinated 
against Hepatitis B. 

A vaccine teaches the immune 
system to produce antibodies 
which will remember how to 
FIGHT the virus. 

This is how you can become 
immune to the Hep B virus.' 
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StreetShot Photography 
Competition 2018
On Friday 27th of July, to celebrate 
World Hepatitis Day,  a group of 
students attended the opening of the 
2018 StreetShot Exhibition. 

Several UYSC students were 
represented in this exhibition and Claire 
McDonald-Brown, Ethan Leeds and 
Kasey Armstrong won the prize for the 
Most Outstanding Photograph for 
their entry  “It could be someone you 
know”. They  collected a cash prize of 
$1000. 

StreetShot is a health promotion 
project that uses photography to 
raise awareness about viral hepatitis 
transmission amongst young people.

Young people receive health education 
about viral hepatitis from Hepatitis 
Victoria, and are then supported by 
youth services and schools to take 
photos to reflect what they have learnt. 

Laura Molan | Art, Curriculum Leader



 

Invisible                                                                    
Dayne Leeds, Kirah Pascoe, Kate Jenkins, 
Sarah Allsopp, Charlee Relf-Bansagi  Yr 9

'You can't tell from looking at someone, who 
has Hepatitis. They might not have any signs 
or symptoms. Your friend could have it and 
you might not ever know.'

Light On The Dark                                  
Thomas Durant Yr 12 VCAL

"The main emphasis of this photo is light 
and dark. Dark represents Hep C and the 
isolation that you feel. The light is being 
included in society and people realising that 
Hep C is not a death sentence."



 

Celebrating Book Week 2018
“An incredible story can feel like treasure when it speaks to you and understands the way 
you think and feel. But not every book is perfect for everyone...I never give up the hunt for my 
next great read.’’ Tristan Bancks 

Each year, schools and public libraries across Australia spend a week celebrating 
books and Australian authors and illustrators. They offer competitions and tell stories 
relating to a theme to highlight the importance of reading. This year's theme was "Find 
Your Treasure." As part of this celebration, Upper Yarra students enjoyed a scavenger 
hunt in the Library. They had 31 clues and Recess and Lunchtime to complete the 
challenge. 

Winners: Chloe Brown and Aidan Tsoumbakos 
Runners up: Nathan Bakker, Livinia Mace, Jordyn Pride and Amy Knight 

VCAL Personal Development Skills Coffee and Cake Project
Congratultions to Alyssa Parkins and Gypsy Brewington for organising this delicious 
event!

Afterschool Maths classes run every 
Thursday during the school term 
straight after school until 4:30 in H6. 
Different maths teachers are able to 
help all students with their work:

• Get extra help with classwork.

• Have extra time to complete 
classwork or homework with the 
help of a teacher.

• Receive individualised assistance.

• Have time to revise or prepare 
for assessments and tests with a 
teacher.

• Receive assistance with some of the 
fundamental maths concepts that 
are necessary to achieve success in 
future maths study.

• Work on extra tasks to extend 
learning.

Questions? Please speak to your maths 
teacher.

Melissa Martin | Maths Domain Leader

Upcoming VCE 
Masterclasses

All students studying a Unit 3 & 4 
subject are encouraged to sign up to 
the VCE Masterclass sessions. 

During these sessions, students will 
be provided with subject specific 
key skills and tips as well as some 
really good resources to use in 
preparation for their final exams. 

As part of the Yarra Valley Network, 
students are offered these sessions 
at a significantly reduced price. 
Sessions like these outside of the 
Yarra Valley Network can cost 
upwards of $200 so it is definitely a 
great opportunity to get an extra bit 
of help in the final stages of VCE.

Please see Ms Katie Feagan or 
your subject teacher for further 
information.


