
Key Dates 

Tuesday July 31st                                 
VCAL Bloodbank Excursion                             

Friday August 3rd

Student Free Day

Wednesday August 8th to 
Wednesday August 15th                 
Japanese Exchange

Thursday August 16th 
"Go for IT" Careers Conference

Monday August 13th to
Thursday August 16th                         

Snowsports Camp

Thursday September 13th                           
Year 10 Formal

Friday 21st September                                      
Last Day Term Three

Monday October 8th                                         
First day Term Four

From the Principal's Desk
P/T/S Conferences/Subject Information Evening
Last Tuesday we held both our 3-way Conferences and Course Information 

Evening.  Thanks to all those parents who were able to make it on the night.  
If you were unable to make it to the evening, all the resources have been shared on 
Compass.  All students have been educated on the process and the requirements for 
course selection for 2019.  We will also be running a VCE/VCAL/VET Taster Day to 
give our students the opportunity to trial VCE, VCAL and VET Subjects. They have a 
few weeks to seek advice before making their decisions.  Should you require further 
clarification, please do not hesitate to contact Michael Schultz, 
Assistant Principal at the College on 5967 1877.

Attendance Matters
A reminder that students should attend school every day.  
Particularly as the weather turns cold, some students will 
give in to the temptation of a warm bed over attending 
school.  Absences can quickly accumulate and it is 
surprising how much school can be missed if students are 
given the opportunity to stay home.  Remember, every day 
a student is away, gaps in learning can be created that are 
very difficult to catch up on.

Building Program
Many families will have noticed the tremendous works 
occurring around the College. Along with new drinking 
fountains, a unisex/accessible VCE toilet, new furniture 
and equipment and the entire internal building painted, we are well 
under way for Stage One of the Building Program.  It is anticipated 
that in early 2019 construction of a new Science and STEM building on 
the western side of the College will commence.  The building will include new toilets, 
lockers, four specialist Science classrooms, and three general purpose classrooms.  
Finally, anyone walking their dog out of hours, will see we are building a small vineyard 
behind the oval with the intent of teaching viticulture and the associated industries in 
2020.

Scott Tully | Principal
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Absence Notification Txt: 0477 391 484
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Sophie Gray is 
doing the 

40 HOUR FAMINE 
BACKPACK 

CHALLENGE! 
''I’m doing the 
40 Hour Famine 
Challenge to stand with 
young refugees around 
the world. I’ll be eating 
nothing for 40 hours 
to raise money for starving 
young refugees. Please lend a hand 
to eradicate this issue."

Newsletter |



 

S t u d e n t s  o f 
t h e  We e k          ...recognising            

      excellence.

Year 8

For his 
enthusiastic 

participation in 
Senior Boys Football:

BAILEY 
HUMPHREY

Year 9

Year 10

For outstanding 
commitment to 

Work Experience 
and an excellent 
Semester One:

ISABELLE 
SPENCER

Year 11

For her
excellent work ethic

 in English Literature:

CODY DUNNE

Year 7

Year 8

Year 12

For 
excellence in 
Independent 

Reading:

ERIN CALLANAN
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For  his 
excellent resilience 

and  settling into 
UYSC so well:

DJ POUICHA

Year 10 Work Experience
Congratulations to our Year 10 students who participated in the Work Experience 
Program during the last week of term two. UYSC Staff visited workplaces and spoke 
to students about their involvement and their employers, who consistently reported 
positive, respectful and engaged students.

This year included a diverse range of occupations including, Law, Trades, Veterinary 
Clinics, Retail, Primary Schools and Medicine, just to name a few. 

We would like to thank the many employers who accepted our students in work 
placements as part of this valuable program.

Tracey Smedley | Careers

For  
demonstrating an 

excellent work ethic 
and improving his 

results:

RYAN HORSFALL

Indigenous@UYSC
On Tuesday 19th June and Wednesday 20th June I took three of our Indigenous 
students Tahlia Pyke, Ayesha Blossem Waldron and Keely Reinders to attend a design 
workshop at Swinburne with renowned Indigenous fashion designer Lyn-Al Young and 
her mother Aunty Judith. 

The girls made beautiful silk wraps, jewellery and digital art. They also told the stories 
behind their designs. It was such a rewarding day. Thank you, as always to Swinburne 
for their ongoing support and Lyn-Al and Aunty Judith for inspiring us all. Student 
reflections to come in the next newsletter.

Denise Muir | Indigenous Liaison



 

Program for International 
Student Assessment 2018
This year thirty students from Upper Yarra Secondary College have been randomly selected to take part in 
PISA (Program for International 
Student Assessment) testing. 
This is an international assessment 
that takes place every 3 years with 
80 countries selected to take part. 
Approximately 800 students across Australia will take place in the 
assessment. This will take place 
in the school library on Thursday 
August 16th. 
Students involved have received 
additional information about what is involved.
Monique Rohr | Curriculum Leader

Drone Update
On Wednesday June 20th,   five students went to the Centre of Drone Excellence 
(CoDE), Lardner Park which is associated with the Institute for Drone Technology. 
CoDE provides a focal point for the Asia Pacific region, championing the future of the 
drone industry, drone knowledge management, and becoming a permanently located 
hub for drone technology. 

Students continued honing their flying technique whilst being guided by a flight 
instructor. All students were highly motivated on the day. 

Marcus Cook | S.T.E.A.M.

What did you enjoy?
Using the VR headset to see the 
Parrot disco in flight and seeing 
Tracey nearly crash into the bus 

with it.

What was most challenging?
Doing cardinal points in 'ATTI mode .

What did you learn?
How to do spirals whilst moving forward.

Next time I'd like to...
More activities to hone in on key 
movements for the drone.

Harry Bray Yr 12

What did you enjoy?
Doing Spirals in a straight line

What was most challenging?
Getting the spirals in sync with 

the left stick to keep it in a straight line 
moving forward. 

What did you learn?
I learnt the synchronisation of left stick 
and eight stick to formulate spirals in a 
straight line.

Next time I'd like to...
Learn some more challenging moves to do 
with the drone.

Seb Conway Yr 10

What did you enjoy?
I enjoyed watching Disco, a 
Straight Wing Parrot Drone. It 
was fun and I had fun flying the 

Phantom 4 Pro.

What did you learn?
I learnt that Tracey is good at flying 
drones through tight spaces.

Next time I'd like to...
Next time I would like to learn how to fly 
different drones.

Bradley Cole Yr 11

What did you enjoy?
Getting to fly for so long.

What was most challenging?
Doing the pirouettes in ATTI mode. 

What did you learn?
I learnt how to better control the drone 
doing v's, circles and ATTI mode . Along 
with how to react appropriately when the 
iPad stops working.

Next time I'd like to...
Continue to do things that challenge my 
correct abilities to expand upon them.

Robert Jones  Yr 11

What did you enjoy?
I enjoyed flying in new conditions 
and seeing new technologies. 

Using first person goggles was an 
amazing experience.

What was most challenging?
A challenging maneuver to do was 
spinning is circles but also moving in a 
straight line. 

What did you learn?
I learned the importance of watching out 
for obstacles and potential hazards is 
when flying.

Next time I'd like to...
Try new techniques and flights that are 
more complicated.

Jamin Hamnett Yr 11



VCE 2019 Subject Expo 
 Last Thursday, Year 10s were given the opportunity to find out more about the 

subjects being offered to them at UYSC, in 2019. They were able to discuss their 
options with staff and gain an insight into what each subject entailed. They have 
a few weeks to consider their choices and seek further advice if needed, before 
making their decisions. 

Our students will also get the opportunity to trial VCE, VCAL and VET Subjects as 
part of  a VCE/VCAL/VET Taster Day.

Tracey Smedley | Careers Assistant

VCE Food Studies – The Great Race
On the 17th of July, the Year 11s and 12s set off to Melbourne to experience 

and explore the food cultures that Melbourne has to offer. Before we went 
to explore the city in our different groups, we were given a booklet, which 

contained questions about specific food places around Melbourne. Each 
group had about three hours to complete the booklet, visiting 14 different shops, 
restaurants and cafés. 

At 1:00pm, the four groups met Mrs Leicester and Mrs Brown at the Korean BBQ 
restaurant where we tasted different flavours. We cooked meat and vegetables at the 
table on three small hot plates and enjoyed them with rice and side dishes. The food 
was delicious! It was great to be able to sit down and have a meal with everyone after 
our busy morning of exploring the city. 

A big thanks to Mrs Leicester for organising the excursion for us and to Mrs Brown for 
coming along as well. A great day! 

Jamiee Brabazon – Hooper Yr 11

Melbourne Careers Expo
Wow!  As soon as we walked through 
the entrance door we were hit by an 
excited buzz, the room was filled to the 
brim with opportunity.  

There were exhibits from a vast array 
of career choices for our students 
to explore including Universities, 
Traineeships, Apprenticeships, 
Defence, Emergency Services and so 
much more!  Showbags in hand, our 
students were free to discuss their 
many possibilities with representatives 
from each organisation.  

With so much career information 
under one roof, I would 
definitely recommend 
our future students 
attend this 
fabulous event.

Tracey Smedley | 
Careers 



Year 9 Science: Electricity
The students in Year 9 had a task to build an electric - powered propeller car as part of 
their study of electricity.  Students needed to design and construct their car, test the 
voltage and current of the motor, and complete a written report looking at the use of 
electric circuits.When constructing each car, students needed to consider a range of 
factors that may impact their car's performance such as its shape, mass, the type of 
propeller used, wheels etc.  

At the conclusion of the task a race was run in the school gym to see which car 
was the fastest and which car design was most appealing to the judges. At stake 
were canteen vouchers for the winners of each category, as well as the glory and 
prestige that comes with being number one!  Well done to all the students who 
took part in the race! The  winners of 2018 Propeller Car Grand Prix were:

Storm Water Mural Installation
On a wild and windy Tuesday, ten students arrived at Warburton Bakery to be greeted 
by Splasher the Platypus, local artist Sioux Dollman, Cr Jim Childs and local member 
Julie Hanman to “christen our mural”!  Cr Childs congratulated our students on their 
dedication to maintaining our picturesque valley and acknowledged their commitment 
to protecting our waterways.  It was a fabulous celebration of our students artistic 
efforts in collaboration with, and guided by Ms Dollman. 

Thanks to the Warburton Bakery for their generosity in supplying delicious hot 
chocolates and donuts for all.

GUITAR LESSONSCalling all students who have an interest in learning guitar or Bass guitar!
30 minute Lessons are held during class time each Wednesday by our very experienced instructor Alejandro Espino Aldana. He is an experienced teacher who has worked throughout the Valley for over 10 years. Cost is $30 per half hour.  Please contact Ms Kellie Woollard at the College on  5967 1877 for further information.

Fastest Car:
1.  Jack Belling  
2.  Liam Spicer  

Best Design:
Angela Sanders and
Charlee Relf-Bansagi



 

Street Library Construction
UYSC Students travelled to Ben's 
Shed in Yarra Junction each week to 
construct boxes that will be used for a 
Street Library Project.

The Street Library Project is where 
specially-constructed boxes will 
be placed at two bus stops, one in 
Millgrove and  one in Warburton. The 
boxes will contain books for anyone to 
borrow.

The students, with the expertise and 
direction of the members of  Ben's 
Shed, built the boxes over a three 
week period.

Steve Listopad | Chaplain

Starting the term with a Smoking Ceremony
Year 7s started third term with a “Welcome to Country” and Smoking Ceremony 
performed by respected Wurundjeri elder Aunty Kim Wandin. Aunty Kim shared 
stories of the influential women in her life in keeping with this year’s NAIDOC theme 
“Because of her we can”.

 Thank you Aunty Kim for sharing your knowledge and culture 
with us. 

Swinburne SEED Awards (promoting positive self-image and 
rewarding academic potential and success in indigenous 
students) were also presented. Congratulations to these 
students.

Denise Muir | Indigenous Liaison

The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open for Years 7 to 10. 
Upper Yarra Secondary College is excited to be participating. 

• Set yourself a personal challenge to read 15 books or 
more by Friday 1st September 2018. 

• Win a canteen voucher! 

• Interested? See Ms Pennington in the Library to 
register. 

• Start reading!



Mid Year Music Concert Thank you to Mr Travis Easton for these wonderful photos of our talented sudents.



Year 9/10 Food Studies Cake Decorating 

Japanese
In Japanese classes this term, the 
student have been learning how to 
talk about their towns in Japanese. 
They created slideshows and 
then presented these to their 
classmates in Japanese.

Lyle Wenholz   | Japanese

CONGRATULATIONS!
Congratulations to
Ryan Nicholls-
Hughes who 
was racing as a 
forerunner for 
the Wildwater 

World Cup in Celje, 
Slovenia.  

He placed 3rd in the Classic, 
and 6th in the sprint and is now 
training in Bovec, Slovenia 
with the Wildwater Athlete 
Nejc Znidarcic (world number 
one).

Well done Ryan!

VCE Business Management

On May 10th, some of the Unit 3 & 

4 Business Management students 

visited the Yakult factory in 

Dandenong. This was an incredible 

opportunity for the students to apply 

what they had learnt in class to the 

operations at Yakult. They engaged 

deeply with the experience and were 

able to walk away with a greater 

understanding of how operations 

management works and real-life 

examples to connect with their 

learning.

Sahana Girish | Humanities


