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From the Principal's Desk
As we approach the midpoint of the school year (although closer to twothirds for our hard working year 12 students!), it is a great time to reflect
on the fantastic year at Upper Yarra secondary College so far. Year 10
students, after a sustained exam period, are off on Work Experience, gaining valuable
skills for later in life. Many will return realising how hard the real world is; getting up
early, working eight hours and being told what to do all day! Year 9 students are on
City Experience and having a fantastic week familiarising themselves with a number of
significant landmarks and experiences.

Semester Reports
Year Level Leaders have been busy reading the reports of students in their care. I am
pleased to see so many students excelling in their education and achieving wonderful
things in their classrooms ranging from Mathematics and English through to Robotics
and Textiles and everything in between.
For some students this is a time to reflect on their own hard work and be proud of
their achievements. For other students it is a chance to start the new semester with
a fresh approach to their schooling to achieve results that are more indicative of their
talents. Year Level Leaders will make contact with some families early in Term Three
to put a plan in place to improve the chance of success in the latter part of the year.

Key Dates
Friday 30 th June

Last Day of Term Two
2.30pm Finish

Monday 17th July

First Day of Term Three

Tuesday 25th July

VCE Subject Info Evening
UYSC Theatre 7.00pm - 8.00pm

Thursday 27th July

Curriculum Day
Students not required at school

Wednesday 2nd August
Parent/Teacher/
Student Conferences
1.00pm - 8.00pm

Wednesday 14th to
Thursday 17th August
Falls Creek Ski Camp

Tuesday 22nd August

Doctors In Schools Program
Our formal Doctors In Schools Program began in earnest last week after being
officially opened by the Hon Mary-Anne Thomas MP and Ambassador of the program.
Upper Yarra SC has run a successful program through the House of Health for almost
15 years; however, the State Government has recently put in significant investment
and established a brand new facility. Students (or parents for their child) can make
appointments through Ms Carley Linley-French, the school’s Wellbeing Coordinator.
This is a great opportunity for students to see a doctor in our time-poor world.

Upper Yarra and Lilydale Education Plan
Many of you will have heard the Government announcement regarding the Upper
Yarra and Lilydale Education Plan. There will be wide-spread community consultation
contd. overleaf

UYSC Athletics Carnival
Morrisons Reserve Mt Evelyn

Friday 1st September

Curriculum Day
Students not required at school

Friday 22nd September
Last Day of Term Three
2.30pm Finish

Students of
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...recognising
excellence.
		

For
displaying excellence
in all
her subjects:
KIARA ZEKAS

Year 7
For
working hard
in FLIP:
ABBY CORBETT

regarding the needs of the three schools (which includes Upper Yarra SC). I encourage
as many families to make contact with the Government appointed consultants when
the opportunity arises and present the school’s needs.
I will be meeting with the consultants in the coming mid-term break and will pass
on information as it comes to hand. This is a great opportunity to seek significant
investment in the Yarra Valley and for Upper Yarra SC.

Mid-year Instrumental Concert
This week we showcased the amazing talents of so many of our students (and a staff
band!) at the mid-year concert. Thanks to so many families for giving their support.
The quality of music on show is ever improving, and I was particularly impressed with
the quantity and quality of junior students in ensembles. Having the opportunity
to perform for an audience is an important aspect of getting on top of nerves and
highlighting skill progression and stage presence.
A reminder Semester One ends this Friday at 2:30pm. We wish you a wonderful and
safe mid-year break and look forward to continuing our education next semester!
Scott Tully | Principal

Year 8
For
her creativity in
Mathematical
Design:
JAMIESON
RITCHIE

Year 9
For
excellent work in
STEM producing an
LED headstand:
JAMIE BUEHLBLAIR

Year 10

For
an outstanding
Production Design
Folio for Media
Studies:
POPPY MILLS

Year 11
For
exceptional
improvement
shown
in all subjects:
CLAY KRSTIC

Year 12

Year 9 Extension Mathematics - Makedo
What did you do?

What did you do?

What did you do?

''As a group Keita, Jana
and myself made a Sun
Smart hat.''

''Kai, Coban and myself
(Ethan) made a taco
SunSmart hat.''

What did you like about the
task?

What did you like about the
task?

''Me (Ronan) and Hunter
made a extreme SunSmart
hat that won because it
was the best.''

''We liked how the task
was competitive and the
competition at the end
when we showed them
off.''

''It was fun as we
interpreted maths work
with a fun activity and it
was a good competition.''

Describe the other hats.

''The other hats were no
''They were very creative
where near as good as our but not as good as ours as
hat (The El Taco) but good we won.''
effort by others and well
done.''

''All the other hats were
good and some were
funny.''

Describe the other hats.

What did you like about the
task?
''I liked building the hat
whilst also doing the
Maths.''
Describe the other hats.

Lake Mungo Camp 2017
Last week I took four of our students- Crystal-Jewel Stevens, Olivia Pert, Will McGann and
Josh During on an Indigenous camp to Lake Mungo in NSW. Under the guidance
of renowned Gippsland Aboriginal artist and weaver Cassie Leatham we were
immersed in Indigenous culture, language and art. The main project of the camp
was to produce a kangaroo and possum skin cloak. Everyone designed and
burnt their design, which told their story using Aboriginal symbols into the
pelts. We then learnt how to make ochre paint and a brush from feathers.
Once the designs were complete, they were sealed with sap. Cass sewed the
pieces together and added an emu feather trim. This cape is amazing and will
eventually be displayed at the Melbourne Museum.
Some other highlights were building our own gunyahs (traditional shelters) from
the natural resources around us. We also learnt traditional weaving and rope making
using bark, reeds and emu feathers. Visiting the Lunettes was humbling; we walked across
the land bare-foot with 100,000 years of history under our feet. We saw the 40,000-year-old
bones of a hairy-nosed wombat and ovens, which were unearthed by the shifting sands. Of course,
the kids loved rolling down the massive sand dunes!
We learnt about the history of Mungo man and Mungo lady and the footprints at the visitor’s
centre. Rangers Lance and Tanya joined us around our campfire and performed a traditional
welcome and smoking ceremony. The camp was invaluable to the students getting them on
country
and connecting to their culture and heritage.
We are so grateful to Sam and Swinburne University for offering us this amazing opportunity as part of
the Marngo Designing Futures program. We were privileged to be able to learn from Aunty Cass and
to be a part of this journey. Also thanks to Michael and Kevin for their great meals throughout the
camp. Look out for the student’s reflections in the next newsletter!
Denise Muir | Indigenous Liaison

Year 10 Deakin Experience
''I found the Uni experience great.
I always thought I would like to
go to Uni, but after visiting it is
something I definitely want to do.''
Tara Mataele 10D

''I attended sessions on Law and
Building and Construction. I
found it interesting that even
if you don't get the ATAR score
you might need, there are other
pathways you can take to get into the job
you want.''
Darren Barlow 10A

''I went to two sessions; the first
was Law, which I really enjoyed.
The case studies we were a part
of were realistic and the outcomes
interesting.''
Jonathon Pitman 10C

Year 7 - What Have You Learnt In Science?

HOMEWORK
HELP
Attention Year 9s!
Need extra help with
homework?
Looking for a supportive
space to study?
Come to E6 after school
every Wednesday until
4:00pm for some extra
assistance.

See you there!

We learnt about chromatography
I liked it when we looked at
(a technique for the separation of
animals in jars and assessed them.
a mixture by passing it in solution
My favourite was a Stumpy Tailed
or suspension through a medium in
Lizard; it looks like it has two
which the components move at
heads! They do bite but it doesn’t
different rates) and how it works. Our main hurt that much!
task was about classifying animals. We
Angus Killeen 7C
made a slide about the different types
This semester in science, I learnt
of species like mammals and reptiles. I
about different animal groups
enjoyed making the slide.
and vertebrates, which have a
Ziggy Kneebone 7C
backbone and invertebrates,
Some of the things I have
animals that do not have a
learnt are what a vertebrate,
backbone. I enjoyed learning how to
invertebrate is, and the
use a Bunsen burner and do different
differences between them. I
experiments.
have also learnt how to behave in a Kayla Mercuri 7C
science classroom.
In science, I learnt how to use
Lucy O’Brien 7C
a Bunsen burner correctly and
I learnt the names of the science
safely.
equipment such as a beaker,
In science, I enjoy all the cool
Bunsen burner and gauze mat. I
experiments we do.
learnt how to use a Bunsen burner
Alyssa Hin 7C
and write up the experiments we did.
I also learnt what classification is and
what a vertebrate and invertebrate is.
Nicholas Durant 7C

Year 8 News
Deakin University Community Day
On Monday the 26th of June year 8 students from Upper Yarra Secondary College
travelled to Deakin University in Burwood. Students participated in a program run by
current university students, who volunteer their time as student ambassadors.
The program delved into the concept of community and how being a part of a
community is important. Students had to work with the student ambassadors in the
morning session to discuss what was important to their community and how you
might communicate within a community.
In the afternoon session students had to work together in their ‘communities’ to find
their way around Deakin University.
Students gained a better understanding of communities after their participation in
the day and also gained more knowledge on what life at university is like. It was a
great day, and we hope to be able to participate in more Community Days again in
the future.
Erin McGillicuddy | Year 8 Team

Monique Lee
What did you learn?
''Career fields involving STEM.''
Which guest speaker did you find
most interesting?
''Julie Johnson because she has
experienced so much throughout her
career pathway and hasn't stopped
studying to this day. Delphi Kondos-Devic
because she was young and talked about
all of the different jobs as well as giving us
tips for VCE/University.''

Billie Mills
What did you learn?
''I learnt that one simple thing
can have many career pathways.''
Which guest speaker did you find most
interesting?
''Julie Johnson, because she has done
so much and achieved a lot. So much
work went into her career but through
it all she had a lot of passion and enjoyed
herself which meant she was happy doing
something she loved.''
Alyssa Yeoman-Hand
What did you learn?

Amy Knight
What did you learn?
I learnt that what you want to do
in your future when in high school
and your early years of Uni, will more than
likely change.
Which guest speaker did you find most
interesting?
Dr Dwan Price was the most interesting
for me because it was only her and myself
speaking and she gave me alot of advice.
True Robinson
What did you learn?

I learnt that the path you pick in
''I learnt that you do not have to a
high school will change and who
get a desired score to get into your will be able to find another path.
university of choice there are other ways.''
Which guest speaker did you find most
Which guest speaker did you find most
interesting?
interesting?
The guest speaker I found interesting
''Delphi Kondos-Devic, because she told
was Vanessa Wiggenraad the park ranger
us what university was like and she also
because she gave me a clear view of
told us that there is basically a career path her work life. The other guest speaker
for any topic that you could think of.''
I found interesting was Kara McDonald
Grace Bray
the wildlife carer who gave us advice by
Ashlee Shotter
What did you learn?
telling the group she failed her first path to
What did you learn?
''The career you really want to do
university but then took time to improve
in
high school and the early years of
and learn more and become successful
''If you are not sure about the
Uni can change to something you like a lot
in something she had wanted in her high
path you are taking there is
more and you may not have given a second
school years.
always a chance to change it.''
thought to.''
Which guest speaker did you find most
Madeline Bennett
Which guest speaker did you find most
interesting?
What did you learn?
interesting?
''I found Delphi Kondos-Devic, because
''I learnt a lot about careers in the
''I liked Kate Fox. She was quite engaging
she gave us the advice that university isn't
future and that even if we fail the
to listen to. It was a classic example of how scary and you get to choose what you
your career can change quite a few times learn. After your course if you don't like it, first time and don't get a career first off we
will always get other opportunities.''
until you find something you really enjoy.'' just do another.''
Which guest speaker did you find most
Nikita Hedges
Katyayani Sagar-Gordon
interesting?
What did you learn?
What did you learn?
''I found Kara McDonald and Julie
''What you enjoy learning in high
Johnson
very interesting because they
''I learnt that 'what will be will be'
school and what you aim for can
talked
about
their early life and what got
and stressing doesn't help anyone.''
change when you get older. ''
them interesting in what they are doing
Which guest speaker did you find most
today. They talked about how they didn't
Which guest speaker did you find most
interesting?
have a clear path to their dream job. It
interesting?
''I found Kara McDonald the most
took lots of dedication.''
''Delphi Kondos-Devic, a RMIT PhD
interesting. She's a environmental
student, as she was interesting to listen to scientist and has had a very interesting
and very informative and gave us advice
career.''
that when you go to university don't study
one topic but study a variety because your
plan may not work out.''

Girls in STEM

Shrine of Remembrance - Year 9s
What a fantastic day for the Year 9 Humanities Student Representatives at
the Shrine of Remembrance.
Year Level Captains Ashlee Shotter and Camryn Partel laid a wreath during
the official ceremony, which was conducted by the Shrine Governors, and our
guided tour taught the students loads of interesting facts about the Shrine and
WWI that they will be able to share with their peers during City Program.
Well done to all students who attended for their behaviour, questions and
the respect shown.
Ms Sarah Mooney | Year 9 Leader

Worry – Setting Times For Worrying Or NOT Worrying
Worry Free Zones, Off-Duty Tim
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Feel free to access any of the Wellbeing Team for further support. Otherwise, you can also contact the following support services:
• Kids Helpline – 1800 55 1800 (24/7) Free Call
• Online Chat log into: https://www.eheadspace.org.au/
•

Eheadspace – 1800 650 890

•

Lifeline – 13 11 14 (24/7) Free Call

Cyndee Bautista | Adolescent Health Nurse /Wellbeing Team (Tuesday & Thursday)

End of Semester Music Concert

Thank you to all parents, friends and staff who attended our annual End of Semester Music Concert. Special thanks to Ms Kellie
Woollard and Mr Samuel Buckley. Congratulations to all our talented music students and their dedicated music teachers!

